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THE 
PRINCI LES of a METHODIST 
Farther Explain'd : 


In a Second LETTER to Mr, Cnuxcn. 


Reverend $ IR, 
1. T the Tims cos was _—_— your former 
Letter, I expeted to hear from you again. 
A And I was not diſpleaſed with the 1 
tation ; believing it would give me a 
Opportunity of weighing the Sentiments I might have 
too lightly eſpouſed, and the Actions which perhaps I 
had not enough conſidered. Viewing Things in this 
Light, I cannot but efteem you, not an Enemy, but a 
Friend; and one, in ſome Reſpects, better qualified to 
do me real Service than thoſe whom the World ac- 
counts ſo ; who may be hinder'd, by their Prejudice 
in my Favour, either from obſerving what is reprove- 
able, or from uſing that Freedom andPizinneſs of Speech, 
which are requiſite to convince me of it. 

2. It is at leaſt as much with a View to learn my- 
ſelf, as to ſhew others (what I think) the Truth, that 
I intend to ſet down a few Reflections on ſome Parts of 
the Tract you have lately publiched. I fay, ome Parts; 
for it is not my Defign to anſwer every Sentence in 
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this, any more than in the former. Many Things 1 
over, becauie I think them true; many more, be- 
<auſe I think them not material: And ſome, becauſe I 6 
am determined not to engage in an uſeleſs, if not hurt- 
ful Controverſy. 
3. Fear indeed 15 one Cauſe of my declining this : | 
Fear (as I ſaid elſewhere *) not of my Atver/ary, but 
of my/e/f. I fear my own Spirit, left © I fall where 
many mightier have been ſlam.” TI never knew one 
{or but one) Man write Controverſy with what I thought 
a right Spirit. Every Diſputant ſeems to think (as 
every Soldier) that he may hurt his Opponent as much 
as he can ; nay, that he gut to do his worſt to him, 
or he cannot make the belt of his own Cauſe : That fo 
he do not bely, or wilfully miſrepreſent him, he muſt 
expoie him as much as he is able. It is enough, we 
1uppoſe, if we do not ſhew Heat or Paſſion againſt our 
Adverſary. But, not to deſpiſe him, or endeavour to 
make others do fo, is quite a Work of Supererogation. | 
4- Bur ought theſe Things to be ſo? (I ſpeak on the | 
Chriſtian Scheme.) Ought we not to love our Neigh- ; 
bour as ourſelves? And does a Man ceaſe to be our 
, Neighbour, becauſe he is of a different Opinion? Nay, 
and declares himſelf fo to be? Ought we not, for all 8 
this, to do to him as we would he ſhould do to us ? But 
do we ourſelves love to be expoſed, or ſet in the worſt 
Light ? Would we willingly be treated with Contempt ? 
If not, why do we treat others thus? And yet who 
| ſcruples it? Who does not hit every Blot he can, t 
however foreign to the Merits of the Cauſe? Who, 
lin Controverſy, calts the Mantle of Love over the Na- 
kedneſs of his Brother? Who keeps ſteddily and uni- 
ſormly to the Queſtion, without ever ſtriking at the 
Perſon? Who ſhews in every Sentence, that he loves | 
his Brother only leſs than the Truth? 
5. I fear neither you nor | have attained to this. 
I believe Rrotherly-Love might have found a better 
Conſtruction than that of Lair, Art, or Difinge- 
xuity, to have put either on my not anſwering ever; 
Part of your Book (a Thing which never once enter'd 
my Thoughts) or on my not reciting al/ the Ward; of 


In the Preface to the Arfever to Mr, Tucker, 
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thoſe Parts which I did anſwer. I cannot yet perceive 
any Blame herein. 1 till account it fair and ingenuous, 
to paſs over both what I believe is right, and what I 
believe is not dangerouſly wrong. Neither can 1 
any Diſingenuity at all, in quoting only that Part o 
any Sentence, againſt which I conceive the Obje&i 
lies : Nor in abridging any Part of any Treatiſe t 
which I reply, whether in the Author's, or in my own 
W 


ords. 

6. If indeed it were fo abridged as to alter the Senſe, 
this would be anfair. And if this were deſignedly 
done, it would be artful and difengenuous. But I am 
not conſcious of having done this at all ; although you 
ſpeak as if I had done it a thouſand Times. And yet 
I cannot undertake now, either to tranſcribe your 
whole Book, or every Page or Paragraph, which I an- 
ſwer. But I muſt generally abridge before I reply: 
And that not only to ſave Time (of which I have none 
to ſpare} but often to make the Argument clearer, 
which is belt underſlood when couch'd in few Words. 

7. You complain alſo, of my mentioning, all at 
once, Sentences which you placed at a Diſtance from 
each other. I do ſo; and I think it quite fair and 
ingenuous, to lay together what was before ſcatter'd a- 
broad. For Inſtance : You now ſpeak of the Condi- 
tions of, Juſtification, in the 181 and following Pages: 
Again, from the 80% to the 1024: And yet again, in 
the 12 Page. Now I have not Leiſure to follow 
you to and fro. Therefore what I fay on one Head, 


I. 1. This premiſed, I come to the Letter itſelf. I 


begin, as before, with the Caſe of the Moravi int: 


Of whom you fay, * Iolleded together the Character 
geh you had yiven of theſe Men ; the Errors and Vices 
«hich you had charged upon them, and the Miſchiefi—they 
had dune among your Followers. And I proved, that, 
in ſeveral Reſpets, you had been the Occaſion of this 
Aiſchief ; and are therefore, in ſome meaſure, account- 
able for it. Let us ſee what Anſwer you give to all this. 
24 Letter, Page 79. | 
* Mir, Church's Words are printed in Babel. | 
A3 * With 
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% With regard to — — * in Faith, you 
mentioned, as the Moravian Church was cleared from 
this Miſtake.” But did you not mention this as one of the 
Tenets of the Moravians? Do you not ſay, that ** you 
could not agree wwith Mr. $ , that none has 
any Faith, jo long as he is liable to any or Fear? 
Do not you repreſent My. Molther, and other Moravians 
iz England, as teaching the ſame ? In ſhort, I have not 
charged the Moravian Church with any Thing ; but only 
repeat after you. And if you baue accuſed them, when 
you knew them to be guiltleſs, you muſt bear the Blame. 

* They do uſe the Ordinances of God with Reverence 
and godly Fear. —You have charged Mr. P and Mr. 
Molther with teaching, that we ought to abflain from 
them. And the ſume you ſay in general of the Moravian 
Brethren, in your Letter to them. — But My. Molther 
was quickly > recalled into Germany. This might 
be on ather Accounts, You do not ſay it was out of any 
Diflike of his Docrines or Proceedings. Nor indeed can 
you, conſiſtently with your next Wards. © The great 
Fault of the Moravian Chureb ſeems ta lie, in not openly 
diſclai ming all he had faid : Which in all Probability they 
ewould have done, had they not leaned to the ſame Opinion. 

Yau ** never knew but one of the Moravian Church 
affirm, that a Believer does not grow in Holineſs.” But 
«che wwas this No leſs a Perſon than Count Zinzendorf, 
their great Biſhop and Patron, choſe Authority is very 
bigh, all in all with them, and to whom you think © they 
ay too much Regazrd.”” 

2. This is the whole of your Reply to this Part of 
my Anſwer. I will now confider it, part by 2 

Fuſt, With regard to the denying Degrees in Faith, you 
mentioned, ©* that the Moravian Chu ch <was cleared from 
this Miftche.” But did you not mention this as one of 
b, Tenets of the Moravians ? —— No; not of the 
Morawvians in general? Do you not ſay, that yeu 
* could not agree with Mr. Spangenberg. that none 
bas any Faith, ſo long «s he is liable to any Doubt 
r fear Al do ſay 1 il. But Mr. Spangenberg is 
not, The Moravian Church. — Do you not repreſent Myr. 
Molther and other Moravians in England, as teaching 
the ſame —1 da; three or four in all. But neither 
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are theſe, The Moravian Church. - Ii Hort, I have 
not charged the Moravian Church wich any Thing ; out 
only repeat after yon. Indeed you have, in the very 
Caſe before us. You charge them, with denying De- 
grees in Faith. I do not charge them herewith. I o- 


penly cleared them from any ſuch Charge near fix 
ears ago. F therefore you have accuſed them when 


you knew them to be guiltleſ;, you muſt bear the Blame.— 


In this Caſe, I muſt intreat you to bear it in my ſtead. 
For I have not accu/ed them (the Moravian Church.) It 
is you that have accuſed them. I have again and a- 
gain declared, They are not Guilty. 

Secondly, *©* They do uſe the Ordinances of God with 
Reverence and godly Fear. You have charged Mr. 
Sp. and My. Molther with teaching, that we ought to 

tain from them —That we ? No. That Unbelievers 
ought. The Aſſertion relates to them only.—- Aud the 


Letter.—T ſay, They hold, that Unbelievers ought 
to abſtain from them.“ But yet I know and bear Wit- 
neſs, they uſe them themſelves, and that with Reverence 
and godly Fear“ — My. Molther was quickly after 
recalled to Germany.” — This might be on other A- 
counts. You do not ſay, it was out of any Diflike 4 
tis Doctrines or Proceedings.—1 do not ſay fo; 

I am not ſure ; but I believe it was out of a Diſlike 
to ſome of his Proceedings, if not, of his Doctrines 
too.— Nor indee.! can you, conſiſlentiy with your next 
Words : ** The great Fault of the Moravian Church 
ſeems to lie, in not openly diſcla iming all be had ſaid” [re- 
lating to this Head.“ They did privately diſclaim what 
he had ſaid, of Degrees in Faith. But I think, that 
was not enough. And I ſtill believe, they would have 
done more, ** had they not leaned themſelves to the 
ſame Opinion, touching the Ordinances. 

Thirdly, You © newer knew but one of the Moravian 
Church affirm, that a Believer does not grow in Holi- 
neſs.” —- But who was this ?* No leſs a Perſon thax 
Count Zinzendorf, their great Biſhop and Patron, whoſe 
Authority is very high, all in all with them, and to 
whom you think they pay too much Regard.” —Do 
you apprehend, where the Streſs of the . 
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hes? I never heard one Moravian affirm this, but the 
Count alone ; and him only once ; and that once was 
in the Heat of Diſpute. And hence I inferr'd, It is 
not a Doctrine of the Moravian Church: Nay, I doubt, 
whether it be the Count's own ſettled Judgment. 

3. But I may not diſmiſs this Paſſage yet. It is now 
my Turn to complain of unfair Uſage ; of the exceed- 
ing lame, broken, imperfect Manner, wherein you cite 
my Words. For Inſtance ; your Citation runs thus: 
You ** zever knew but one of the Moravian Church af- 
firm, That a Believer does not grow in Holineſs.” 
Whereas my Words are theſe, ** I never knew one of 
the Moravian Charch, but that fingle Perſon, affirm, 
that a Believer does not grow in Holineſs : And per- 
haps he would not affirm it on Reflection. No.] why 
was the former Part of the Sentence changed, and the 
latter quite left out ?—Had the whole ſtood in your 
Tract, juſt as it does in mine, it muſt have appeared, I 
do not here charge the Moravian Church. 

I complain alſo, of your Manner of replying to the 
firſt Article of this very Paragraph. For you do not 
cite ſo much as one Line of that Anſwer, to which 
you profeſs to reply. My Words are, You ought 
not to charge the Morawian Church with the firſt of 
theſe ¶ Errors] ſince in the very Page from which 
you quote thoſe Words, There is no juſtiffing Faith, 
evhere there is ever any Doubt, that Note occurs, (viz. 
4 Journ. p. 105) In the Preface to the Second 
journal, the Moravian Church is cleared from this 
Miſtzke.””—If you had cited theſe Words, could you 
poſſibly have ſubjoined, I hawe rat charged the Mora- 
vian Church cuith any Thing ; but only repeat after you ! 

4. I have now confider'd one Page of your Reply, 
in the Manner you ſeem to require. But ſure you can't 
expect I ſhould follow you thus, ſtep by Rep, thro” an 
hundred and forty Pages! If you ſhould then think it 
worth while, to make a ſecond Reply, and to follow 
me in the ſame Manner, we might write indeed ; but 
who would read -I return therefore to what I pro- 
poſed at firſt, wiz. To touch only on what ſeems of 
the moſt Importance, and leave the reſt juſt as it lies. 
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4. You ſay, (p. 80.) With regard to Subtlety, Fas- 
fron, and Diſguiſe, you now waulZ have it thought, that 
you only found this ** in many of them ; not in all, nor 
in moſt.” == You now would hive it thought ! Yes, and 
always, as well as %. For my original Charge was, 
(4 Journal, p. 104.) © I have found this, in many of 
you,” 1. e. much Subtlety, much Evaſion, and Diſ- 
guiſe.” —But you add, Let the Reader judge from the 
following Paſſages, whether you did rot charge the Mo- 
ravians in general with theſe Crimes, ** 1 had a long 
Conference with thoſe, cubom I efteem very highly in Love: 
But I could not yet underſtand them in one P., Chri- 
ftian Openneſs and Pluinneſi of Speech. They pleaded for 
ſuch a Reſervedneſs and Clojeneſs of Converſation.— Let 
I ſcarce knew what to think, confidering they had the 
Practice of the whole Moravian Church on their Side.— 
True; in ding for ſuch a Reſervedneſs of Conver- 
ſation, as I could not in any ways approve of; but not 
in uſing much Subtlety, much Evaſton, and Diſguiſe - 
This I dare not charge on the whole Moravian Church. 
Thoſe Words alſo, There is Darkneſs and Cloſeneſs 
in all their Behaviour, and Guile in almoſt all their 
Words, I ſpoke, not of all the Morawians, nor 
moſt ; but of thoſe who were then in Exgland.”” I 
could not ſpeak it of them all; for I never found any 
Guile in Chriſtian David, Michae/Linner, and many others. 

5. We are next to fee, How you get over the Objec- 
tion made good in three ſeveral Particulars, that you 
have prepared the Way for ſpreading of theſe Tenets. 
The firſt you ſay nothing to here the ſecond you quate 
very partially thus—** by countenancing and c 
ing them.” And why would you not add, And bein 
the Occafion of ſo many of them coming over among us.” 
—PBecauſe I was not the Occaſion. I was indeed the 
firlt Eg//4man that ever was at Hernhuth. But be- 
fore | was at Hernbuth, (I find on later Enquiry) the 
Count himſelf had been in England. 

You ** ſtill think, (page 81.) That next to ſome 
Thouſands in our own 2 the Body of the Rlo- 
ravian Church, however miſlaken ſome of them are, 
in the main, the beſt Chriſtians in the World.” I 
do ; of all whom I have ſeen; (you ſhould not omit 
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theſe Words.) De dre-dful Errors and Crimes are 
here ſoſtned into Miſtakes. (I term them Errors of 
Judgment and Practice.“ I have proved, that you have 
charged the Body with ſuch.—At preſent, the Proof does 
not amount to Demonſtration. There nceds a little 
farther Proof, that I charge any dreadful Crimes on the 

of the Moravians. 

ſee no Manner of Inconſiſtency ſtill, in thoſe Ac- 
counts of my Intercourſe with the Morawians, which 
you ſuppoſe irreconcileable with ench other. Let any 
one read them in the Journal, and judge. 

6. You had ſail, ** Your Objedions then tere nexrly 
the ſame as now.” You now add, ** only with this Dif- 
ference : I xvas not then aſſured, that the Fatts axere as 
1 ſuppoſed ; I did not dare to determine any tin: -N 
Nat when by converfing among them you ſaw theſe Things ! 
As indeed the Fact are of fuch a Nature, that you could 
not but be aſſured of them, if they were true. Nor do 
the Dueflions in your Letter reclly imply any Doubt of 
their Truth : But are ſo many Abp-als to their Conſciences, 

and equivalent to flirong Aſſertions. And if you had not 
been aſſured, if you did not dare to determine any thing 
concerning what you ſuv, jour writing bare Suſpicions to 
a Body of Men in ſuch a manner was inexcuſcable. This 
Excuſe therefore will nat ſerve you. (83. 

I apprehend it will. I was not then (in September 
1738) aſſured that the Facts were as I ſuppoſed. 
[Therefore] I did not [then] dare to determine any 
thing.” Be pleaſed to add the immediately following 
Words: But from Vowenber 1. [1739] Le more an 
— Things, wiich I could not reconcile with the 

If you had not omitted theſe Words, you could have 
had no Colour to remark, on my ſiying, I Cid not 
Care to determine any thing.” NM, Not wwlen by con- 
wverfing among them you ſaw theſe Things, —No. I did 
not dare to determine, in September 1738, from what J 
ſaw in Nowember 1739.— Bur the Facts are of ſuch a 
Nature, that you could not but be ofſure! of them if they 
were true.—] cannot think ſo. ** Is not the Count all 
in all among you ? Do not you magnify your own 
Church too much? Do you not uſe Guile and Diſſi - 
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mulation in manv Ces?“ Theſe Fact are by no 


hen  N. ture, as that whoever converſes 
(even nt. . mong the Moravians, cannot but be 
afſircc | or do the Queſtions in your Letter 


real', n Doubt of their Truth. — No] Are not 
my ver; va prefixt to thoſe Queſtions, ** Of ſome 
other | tings I ſtand in Doubt. — And I wiſh that, i 
order to remove thoſe Doubts, you would—plainly an- 
ſwer, whether the Fact be as I ſuppoſe.—But [theſe 
Queſtions] are /o m Appecls to their Conſciences. 
True.— And equivclent to ſtrong Aſſertions———ltterly 
falſe. —1f you had not been aſſured, if you did not dare to 
determine any thing, concerning what you ſaw [hfteen 
Months after] your writing bare Suſpicions to a Body of 
Men, in ſuch a manner, was inexcuſable.— They were 
ftrong Preſumptions then; which yet I did not write to 
a Body of Men, whom I fo highly eſteemed ; no, not 
even in the tenlereſt Manner, till I was aſſured, they 
were not groundleſs. 

7. In a Note at the Bottom of p. 8. you obſerve, 
* the Ban- Saciety in London began May 1, ſome time 
before I ſet out for Germany. Would you infinuate 
here, that you did not ſet it up, in Imitation of the Mo- 
ravians ?==Sir, I will tell you the naked Truth. You 
had remark'd (p. 17.) thus—“ You took the Trouble 
of a Journey to Germany to them; and were ſo much 
in Love with their Methods, that, at your Return hi- 
ther, you ſet up their Bands among your Diſciples.” 
This was an entire Miſtake : For that Society was ſet 
up, not only before I returzed, but before I /et ont. 
And I deſigned that Note to infiruate this to you, with- 
out telling your Miſtake to all the World. 

1 imagmed, that ſuppaſing your Account of the Mora- 
vians true, it would be impoſſible for any ſerious Chri- 
ftian to a:ubt of their being very wicked People. I know 
many ſerious Chriſtians who ſuppoſe it true, and yet be- 
lieve they are, in the main, good Men.-—4 much - 
avarſe Character, take the whole Body together, coat 
be given of a Body of Men.—Let us try. © Here is a 
Body of Men, who have not one Spark either of juſ- 
tice, Mercy, or Truth, among them; who are loſt to 
all Senſe of Right and Wrong : who have neither So- 


briety, 


terers, or Murderers.”* I cannot but think, that this 


is is a much worſe Character than that of the Mora- 
wians, take it how you will.——Let the Reader judge 
bow far you are now able to defend them.— Juſt as 

as I did at firſt. Still I dare not condemn what is good 
among them and I will not excuſe what is evil. 

8. The Moravians excell in Sweetneſs of Behaviour.” 
What tho" they uſe Guile and Diſſimulation? Ves. 
* Where is their Multitude of Errors?” In your own 

ournal.——[ have taken the Pains to place them in one 

tew in my Remarks; the Fuſtne/s of which with all 
your Art you cannot diſprove.—You have taken the 
Pains to tranſcribe many Words; all which together a- 
mount to this, That they (generally) hold aniverſal 
Salvation, „ ny ans (in Opinion) partly 
Duietifts, The of ſome of your Remarks, if 
I miſtake not, have been fully diſproved. As 
to what you ſpeak of my Art, Subtlety, and fo on, in 
this and many other Places, I look upon it as neither 
better nor worſe than a civil Way of ca/ling Names. 

* To this Multitude of Crimes ® . an nter 
Stranger.” Then you have charged them wrong fully. — 
l hat do you account Guile, &c I account Guile, de- 
ſpiſing Self-denial, even in the ſmalleſt Points, and 
teaching that thoſe who have not the Aſſurance of 
Faith, may not uſe the Ordinances of God, the Lord's 
Supper in particular, (This is the real unaggravated 
Charge) to be Faults which cannot be But 1 
do not account them all together a Multitude of Crimes. 
I conceive this is a vehement Hyperbole. 

The Honour of Religion, ſaid you, and Virtue tram- 
led wpon I anſwered, ** By whom ? Nat by the 
Moravians. —Vou reply, And yet you have accuſed ſome 
F theſe as decrying all the Means of Grace.—No. What 

accuſed them of was, Teaching that an Unbeliever 
bn their Senſe) ought to abſtain from them.—"* Neither 
did I know, or think, or fay, they were deſperately wicked 
People. aur Journal is before the World; to whom 1 
appeal <whether this has nct ſo ripreſented them. But 


Second Letter, p. . © 


(13) 
how do you here repreſent your Remark, and my An- 
ſwer ? My Paragraph runs thus, p. 10. 

« You go on—How could you /o lang, and fo inti- 
mately converſe with—ſuch deſperately wicked People as 
the Moravians, according to your own Account, were 
known by you to be ?-—O Sir, what another Aſſertion 
is this? The Moravians, according to your own Ac- 
count, were known by you to be deſperately wicked Peo- 
ple, while you intimately comver/ed with them. Utterly 
falſe and injurious ! I never gave any ſuch Account. 
] converſed with them intimately bo:h at Savannah and 
Hernhuth. But neither then, nor at any other Time, 
did I kzow, or think, or ſay, they were deſperately 
wicked P - TI think and fay—juſt the Reverſe, 
wiz. That tho' I foon found among them a few 
Things which I could not approve, yet I believe they 
are, in the main, ſome of the bt Chriſtians in the 

al. — After this, are you the Perſon, who com- 
plains of ze, for imperfe& and partial Quotations ? 

I added, ** You ſurprize me yet more in going on 
thus: In God's Name, Sir, is the Contempt of alu 
the whale of our Duty, of every Chriflian Ordinance to 
be /o very gently touched? Sir, this is not the Caſe. 
This Charge no more belongs to the Moruwians than 
that cf Murder.“ p. 11. 

You reply, Mr. Sp. a Mr. Molther, are accuſed 
by Name. If falſely, Ian ferry both for them aud you. 

ccuſed ? True. But of what? Of the Contempt 
of every Chriſtian Ordinauce, of almoſt the whole of 
our Duty? By no means. The plain Caſe is, I ac- 
cule them of one Thing, <iz. * Teaching that an Un- 
believer ſhould abſtain trom the Ordinances.” You ac- 
cuſe them of another, Coatemning every Chriſtian 
Ordinance, and almoſt the whole of our Duty.” And 
this 1 would father upon me. I deſire to be ex- 
cuſed. 

9. As to what I ſaid in my Letter to the Moravian 
Church, „ You can hinder this if you will. There - 
fore if you do not prevent their ſpeaking thus, you do 
in effect ſpeak thus yourſelves.” — It may be obſerved, 
1. That this Letter is dated, Auguſt 8, 1741. 2. That 
from that: [ime the Moragian Church did in great 

1 me. ſare 
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meaſure prevent any of their Members ſpeaking thus. 

You proceed. Tea diſtinguiſh between the Engliſh 
Brethren ani the Moravians. Theſe Engliſh Brethren, 
I preſume, were your Followers. Afterwards you repre- 
fent them os perverted by the Moravians. Before they 
bad ſpoke theſe wicked Things, you ſay, They had joined 
theſe Men, and acted under their Direction. If they did 
not learn them from theſe New Teachers, from whom did 
they learn them ? Not ſure from yourſelf, or any other 
Methodiſts. Tou cannot therefore bring off the Moravi- 
ans, without condemning your own People, Here there- 
fore you have certainly overſhot yourſelf, p. 85.— Per- 
haps not.— Thee Engliſh Brethren were, I preſume, your 
Followers No; this is your firſt Miſtake. I was but 
a fingle private Member of that Society. Afterwards 
you repreſent them as perverted by the Moravians.—lI do; 
but not yet connected with them. —Before they poke 
theſe wicked Things, they had joined theſe Men, and ated 
under their Direction. — This is another Miſtake. They 
did not join theſe Men, nor act by their Direction, till 
long after. — F they did not learn them from theſe new 
Teachers, from whom did they learn them — Lou can't 
bring off the Moravians, without condemning your own 
People — They learned them from Mr. Mo/ther chiefly ; 
whom I am not at all concerned to bring ef. —Now let 
all Men judge, which of us two has overfoot Lim- 
felf ! 

10. In Arſever ta my Objectiaus againſt the inconſiſtent 
Accounts you have given of the Noravians—you VJ, 
* They are, I believe, the moſt ſelfoincan/iflent Peopic un- 
der the Sun. Would not on? imagine, that you here 
"Speak of the ſame Perſons, or of the whole Bady of then 
in general I do, thus far: I aſcribe the Good ty 
the Body of them in general ; the Evil to Part only 
of that Body, to /ame of thoſe ſume Perſons. 

Your Method of getting over the Contradictions I had 
charged upon you, is much the ſame, (p. 86.) To aijtin- 
guiſh either between the Moravians and the Engliſh Bre- 
| thren (tho" theſe had been their Diſcipies — This has 
been abundantly anfwered)—or betzveen ſome of the 
Mo viaus and others, —l think a very good — ; 

r 


r i 
for Propoſitions are not contradictory, unleſs they both 
ſpeak of the ſame Perſons. | 

However, ſince you perſiſt to affirm, that T am guilty 
:f the Contradidions you charged upon me, (p. 87.) [ 
think there cannot be a ſufficient Reply, without recit- 
ing the ſeveral Inſtances. 

t. Firſt, You commend them (the Moravinns) for 
Vg ene another ; and yet charge them with biting and 
cui one arother.- anſwered, ** Them! Whom? 
Not the Maracit ut, but the Englih Brethren of Fer- 
euere, before their Union with the Moramions. Here- 
in then is no Sh:dow of Contradiftion. For the two 
Sentences do nat relate to the fame Perſons.“ 

You reply, Wauld you then have us think, tt 6 
much Anger end Contradiftion reigned among your Me- 
thodiſts? -I would have you think, this is nothing to 
the Purpoſe. Prove the Contradiftion, and you ipeak 
to the Point.— It. is pl1in they hal before this been fer- 
werted by the Moravians, and that—they aer unwilling 
tn be tought by any others.—They—that is, nearly half 
of the Society, But kere is no Proof of the Contra- 
dition ſtill. 

2. You r. They ed well nigh deftrozed Bretherh- 
I ve from emnng us, fortly by Caution again)? naturad 
Le [Partly by occaſtoniug almoſt continual Niſpates] 
so they had. But wo had then no Connexion with 
en. Neither therefore dees this contradict their lov- 
ing one another. You reply, 4s if they con truly 
li ve each other, aue teach you not ta do it, and fiir up 
Diviſions cu Diflurbances ang jou. —Y ou ſhould far, 
if you would repeat offer me, © Who caution you n- 
giinit Natural Love, and occaſion many Diſputes a- 
mong you.” Well; allowing they do this, (which is 
utterly wrong) yet where is the Contradifction? Yet 
they may love one arother. 

3. You ** praiſe them for ins 1 Diverſions, but 
ſuch as become Saints : dul yt (ay (1 recite the whole 
Sentence) I have heard jome of jon Hr, that Chri- 
tian Salvation implies Liberty fe caufurm ta the IVeorld, 
by joining in worldly Diverſions, in order to ds g. — 
And both theſe are true. The ?/2raviaens, in gene- 
neral, * uſe no Diverſions but ſuch as become Saints.“ 

B 2 
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yet I have heard ſome of them affirm (in Contra- 
to their own Pr: &tj-e) that“ one then mention- 
well, when he join'd in playing at Tennis, in 
to do Good. To this you make no Reply. Si- 
then conſents, that there is no Contradiftion 


£ 


here. 

4. You ** preiſe them for mt rigerding outward A 
dorning.—50 | do, the Bulk of the Congregation — 
And yet you ſay ({ again recite the whole Sentence) 7 


have brard ſome of you affirm, that Ch: i/iiun Salus tion 
implies Liberty to conform to the World, by ba on Gold 
end cofily Atperel.” —T have fo. And I blame them 
the more, becauſe they are condemned by the gene- 
ral Practice of their own Church.“ To this alſo you 
reply not. So I muft count this the fourth Contradic- 
tion which you have charged upon me, but have not 
proved. 

5. © You call their Diſcipline, in moſt Reſpects, truly 
excellent. I could wiſh you had more fully exjluined 
vou ſelf.— have, in the 2% Fournal, from the 44" 
to the 82% Page -—/t is no Sign of good Diſcipline, to 

it ſuch nations, (i. e. Error in Opinion, and 
Guile in Practice. True z, tis not; nor is it any De- 
monſtration againſt it. For there may be good Diſci- 
| even in a College of Feſuits, Another Fault is, 

oo great Deference to the Count. And yet, in 
met Reſpe#s, their Diſcipline is truly excellent.” 

You reply, Such excellent Diſcipline, for all that 1 
Arorw, they man have, [i. e. as the Jeſuits ;) but I 
cannot agrec—that this is ſec ree inferior to that of the 
Apoſtalic Age. — It may be, for any thing you ad- 
vance to the contrary.— Here I cited fone * of 

s, condemning th:ir Subordin« tian, (p. 88.) which 
> take no Notice of. Yes ; I had juſt 
before taken Notice of their too great Deference to 
the Count. But, the Contradiftion! Where is the 
Contradiftion ? 

6. You mention it as a good Effet of their Dise i- 
pline, that every one knows and keeps his proper Ronk. 
Soon after, as it were with a Deſign to confute yourſelf, 
you ſay, Our Brethren baue neither Wiſdem enough to 
guide, nor Prudence enough to let it alone] oy 

on 
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« Pardon me, Sir. I have no Deſign either to con- 
fute or contradict myſelf in theſe Words. The for- 
mer Sentence is ſpoken of the Moravian Brethren. 
The latter of the Eng/is Brethren of Fetter lane [not 
then united with the Moravian, neither acting by 
their Direction.] To this likewiſe vou do not reply. 
Here is then a fixth Contradiction, alledged againſt me, 
but not proved. 

12. However you add, Had youreſoewcn mo mifta- 
hen in any Points you hade attempted to reply to, fil. 
you confeſs Errors and Wickedneſs enough among the Mo- 
ravians, to render your Account of them very inconſiſtent. 
But you have not ſucceeded in any one Ar/uwer. You 
have not ſhexen, that I hawe in any one Influnce mif- 
guoted you, or mi ſunder ſea the Character you had given 
of them, or argued falſely from what you had ſaid of 
tem. And truly, Sir, all you hade done, has been ca- 
willing at a few Particulars. But the Argument I <was 
urging all this while you quite forgot. 
Sir, if it be fo, you do me too much Honour, in 
ſetting Pen to Paper again. But isit lo? Have 1 4 
this while quite forgot the Argument you was urging ? 
1 hope not. I ſeem to remember, you was wrgt 
ſeme Argument ( Remark:, p. 21.) to prove, that 
Fall nat only into Inconfiftencies, but direct Contradic- 
tions ; and that I exwed you miſtaken not only in one, 
but in every Point which you advanced as fuch : That 
did not confels any ſuch Errors or Wickedneſs of the 
Dor.wians, as render'd my Account of them Hin- 
conſiſtent: That I /Jucceeted in more than one Anſwer, 
to the Odjections you had urged againſt it: And that 
I ewed, you had mi/quoted or miſunderſtood the Cha- 
rater I had given of them, or argued falſely from it, not 
p:oper:y in ane Iaſtauce, but from the Beginning to- 
the Erd. 

Yet tris T think it incumbent upon me to ſay, that 
whereinſoever I have contributed, directly or indirect- 
lv, to the ſpreading of any thing evil, which is, or has 
been, among the Moravians : I am ſorry for it, and 
kereby ask Pardon both of God and all the World. 
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II. 1. I think it appears, by what you have your» 
ſelf obſerved, that on the A 1 
Faith, I allow, in the Beginning of the Farther 
almoſt as much as you contend for. 

I defire Leave to cite Part of that Paſſage again, 
that we may come as near each other as poſſible. I 
would juſt ſubjoin a few Words on each Head, which 
2 may remove more Difficulties out of the 

ay. 

@ That aſtification whereof our Articles and Ho- 
milies ſpeak, means preſent Pardon and Acceptance 
with God : Who therein declares his Righteouſneſs or 
Mercy, by or for the Remiſſion of the Sins that are 
* ſay, Paß. For I cannot find any thing in the 
Bible, of the R:miſſion of Sins, paſt, preſent, and to 
come. 

I believe the Condition of this is Faith: I mean 

\ not only, that without Faith we cannot be juſtified, 

| but alſo, that as ſoon as any one has true Faith, in 

| that Moment be is juiliſied.“ 

'S You take the Word Condition in the former Senſe 

| only, as that without which we cannot be juſtified. 

. In this Senſe of the Word, I think we may allow, * 
| | that there are ſeveral Conditions of Juſtification. 


** Good Works follow this Faith, but cannot go 
before it. Much lefs can Sanctiſication; which implies 
2 continued Courſe of good Works, ſpringing from 
Holineſs of Heart.“ 
Yet ſuch a Courſe is without doubt abſolutely ne- 
to our Continuarce in a State of Fuftification. 
| 9 $ is allowed, that Repentance and Fraite mers 
| for Repgentence, fore Faith. Repentance abſo- » 
| Jutely nuft go before Faith : Fruits — for it, if 
| there be Opportunity. By Refentance I mean Convic- 
tion of Sin, producing real Deſires and fincere Reſo- 
| \ lations of Amendment: And by Fruits meet for Repen- 
| | cance, Forgiving our Brother, Ceaſing from Evil, Do- 
ing Good, Uling the Ordinances of God, and, in ge- 
| 


neral, Obeying him according to the Meaſure of Grace 
which we have received. But theſe I cannot as yet 


term 
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uſe do ing fro 
Works, fewer? 12 SWorks 
„when they are performed by thoſe who 


coverable by our bodily Senſes, as being either paſt, 
future, or ſpiritual. Jullifying Faith implies, not only 

divine huſxec, that God was in Chriſt, reconcilin 
orld unto himſelf, but a ſure Truſt and Confi- 
„that Chriſt died for my Si, that he loved me, 


and gave himſelf for ne. And tie Moment a Peni- 
ent Sinner thus believes, God pardons and abſolves 
him. 


I fay, a Penitent Sinner ; becauſe Juſtifying Faith 
cannot exiſt without previous Repertance. 

—— * Yet altho' both Repentance, and the Fruits 
thereof, are in /ome Sen/e neceſſary before Juſtification, 
neither the one nor the other is neceſſary in the /ame 
Senſe, or in the ſame _ with Faith. Not in the 
fame Degree. For in whatever Moment a Man be- 
lieves, (in the Chriſtian Senſe of the Word) he is juſti- 
fied. —But it is not fo, at whatever Moment he re- 
pents, or brings forth any} or all the Fruits of Re- 
pentance. —Conſequently, none of theſe are neceſſary 
to Juſtification, in the ſame Degree with Faith.“ 

* Nor in the /ame Senſe. For none of theſe has ſo 
direct, immediate a Relation to Jultification as Faith. 
This is proximately neceſſary thereto ; Repentance re- 
motely, as it is neceſſary to Faith [fo the Error of the 
Preſs is to be corrected.] And the Fruits of Repen- 


tance ſtill mare remotely, as they are neceſſary to the 
Increaſe or Continuance of Repentance. And even in 


this Senſe, they are only ary on Suppoſ tion 
if there be Time and Opportunity for them. For in 
many [nftances there is not, but God cuts ſhort his 
Work, and Faith prevents the Fruits of Repen- 
tance.” 


2. Thus far I believe we are nearly agreed. But 
on thoſe Words, ** Far other ifcations are required, 


e God in Glory, than 
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don: In order to this, nothing is :nd:/en/ably required, 


or Conviction of Sin; but in order to 
the other, it is indiſpenſaby required, that we be fully 
in:“ You remark, Here, I appre- 
bend, are two great Miftakes, 1. You make too little ne- 
ceſſary before Pardon. 2. Too much afterward. You 
confine Repentance within tos narrow Limits, and ex- 
tend Holineſs beyond its juſt Bounds. (p. 92.) 

Firſt, By Repentance you mean only Convifion of Sin. 
But this is a very partial Account A it. Every Child 
that has learned his Catechiſm can tell, that forſaking of 
Sin is alſo included in it. — Living in Obedience to God's 
Will, wwhen there i: Opportunity; and even when there 
is not, a ſincere Defere and Purpoſe to da ſa—and a 
Faith in God's Mercies thro” Chriſt Feſus. 

I had faid, ** In order to God's giving us Faith 
and Pardon, nothing is indiſpenſably required but Re- 
pentance, i. e. Conviction of Sin producing real 
Defires and ſincere Reſolutions of Amendment.” But 
you efprebend, that I am here in a great Miſtake : That 
I give a very partial Account of Repentance : That I 
ought to include therein à fincere Deſire and Purpoſe to 
obey God. I do: I have faid fo expreſsly — und 
living in Obedience to God's Will, when there is Oppar- 
tun / y. Very well; but I here ſpeak of what is in- 
diſpenſably required, i. e. whether there is Opportunity 
of actual Obedience or no.— Aud g Faith in Gol" s Mer- 
diet through Chriſt Jiſus. A very great Millake in- 
deed! My not including Faith in that Repentanrce, 
oof I ſay is indiſpenſab!; required order to 
Fait! 

Secondly, Jou mate finle/s Perfection neceſſury after 
Fuftification, in order to make us meet for Glary,—And 
who does not? Indeed Men do not agree in the 


Time. Some belicre it is attained before Death: 


Some, in the Article of Death: Some, in an After- 
State; in the Myſtic, or the Popiſb Purgatory. But 
all Writers, whom I have ever ſeen till now (the Ro- 
miſb themſelves not excepted) agree, that we mult be 
fully cleanſed from all Sin,” before we can enter 


into Glory, | 
3. After 
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ed, becauſe we had tranſgreſſed his Law, and could 
not, nor even can now, perfectly fulfill it.“ 

2. We cannot therefore be juſtified by our 
Works, becauſe this would be, to be juſtified by ſome 
Merit of our own. juſt; 
an external Shew of Religion, or by any 
Obſervances. 


Spike with 2ns, good 
Theſe may be er'd as internal or external 

6. The inward ones, ſuch as Hope, Truſt, Fear, 
and Love of God and our Nei 
more 


3 {which are more properly 
termed Good Works) * tho* there be no immediate 
—— of practiſing them, and therefore a fincere 

re and Reſolution to perform them, be ſufficient 
for the preſent ; yet muſt follow after as ſoon as Oc- 


(22 ) 

caſion offers, and will then be neceſſary Conditions of 

preſerving our Juſtification.”” 

8. ** There is a Juſtification conveyed to us in our 

, Baptiſm, or properly, this State is thus begun. But—. 
{ \ſhould we fall into Sinz—we cannot regain it withoat 
true Faith and Repentance, which implies [as it: 

Fruits] a Forſaking of our Sins, and Amendment Got 

[our whole] Life.“ | 

I have only one Circumſtance farther to add, 
namely, That I am not cy convinced of theſe 
Things. For this is the Doctrine which J have conti— 
nually taught for eight or nine Years laſt pat : Only, 
I abſtained from the Word Condition, perhaps more 
ſcrupulouſly than was needful. 

4. With regard to the Conſegucucee of my teach- 
ing this Doctrine, I defire any who will not account it 
loſt Labour, to conſult with his own Eyes, ferioufly and 
in the Fear of God, the 34 and 4 Fowrn:/s. And 
if he pleaſes, he may farther read over and compare, 
from the 25 to the 200 Page of my Anſwer, with 
your Reply, from the 101* (incluſive) to the 104 
Page. 

, + the Conſequences you reckoned (in your Re- 
mort. Defides introducins Pret/iinotion, Confuſion, 

Preſamption, and Deſpair, mony wer; ſfocking Quſtences of 
ell which (your Words are) you give us among your Fol- 

er p. 52, 59S. anſwered, © You ſhould have 
fpecifed a few of thoſe Inſtances; at lealt the Pages 
where they occur. {[Suppoſe, only three of eich 
Sort, out of any, or all the four Journals. ].“ Till 
this is done, I can look upon this Aﬀertion as no 
other than a Flouriſh of your Pen.” 

Upon this you exclaim, (f. 1:1.) I muft leg the 
Reader to obſerve your Method of citing my Fords. 
Mam Inſtances of Omiſſions he has had alrecdy. But 
here is ſuch a one, as I believe few Controverſies can 
parallel. Would not any one imagine from the View 
of theſe Wards [ Predeſtination, Confuſton, Preſumption, 
and Deſpair) that they occurred all together in the Page 
52. of my Remarks, and that I obſerved nothing forther 
concerning this Point? Cauld it be thaught, that any 


Thing intervened between the Page referred to, and the 


laſt 
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laſt Sentence ? "T4 4 fo it is, that near three Pages 
interuene | — Ha! do near three Pages intervene ! Pro- 
digious indeed! — Aud this is called an Anſwer | — 80 
it is, for want of a better. 

Your Buſineſs was to ſhew, that the Calviniſtical 
Notions have not prevailed among the Methodiſts, or that 
they were no Conſequences of unconditi onal Tuſtification.— 
No, Sir, It was not my Buſineſs to ſhew this. It was 
not my Buſineſs to prove the Negative; but yours, to 
prove the Affirmative. Mr. Wuitefield is himſelf a 
Calwviniſt. Such therefore doubtleſs are many of his 
Followers, But Calviniſm has not prevailed at all, 
among any other of the Methodiſis (ſo called,) nor is 
it to this Day any Conſequence of unconditional Juſti- 
fication, in the manner wherein I EE it. 

5. You next take the Pains to lay before the Reader, 
an Injiance or two of Confufion, & c. he fult I read 
thus: p. 11. 

* Ii bile wwe were at the Room, Mrs. J. fitting at 
heme, took the Bible to read. But on a ſudden, threw 
it away, ſaying 1 am good enough. I will never read 
or pray more. She was in the ſame mind when I came; 
often repeating, I uſed ta think, I was full of Sin, and 
that 1 finned in every thing I did. But now I know 
better. 1 am a ga Chriſtian, I never did any Herm 
in my Life. I don't agi ta be any better than I am. 
She falt many things to the ſume eject, plainl; ſhew- 
ing, that the Spirit of Pride and of Lies bad the full 
Daminian aver her. — Ie, an you dire to be heal- 
ed? She ſaid, I am whole, But da you deſire to be 
ſaved? She replied, I am ſavei, I ail nothing, I am 
happy.""—Tlis ts one of the Fruits of the preſent Salvation 
and finle/s Perfection, taught by you among the Weak 
a. [ynorant. , 

I ſhould wonder if the Scarecrow of finle/s Perfection 
was not brought in ſome way or other. But to the 
Foint. You here repeat a Relation as from me, and 
that ir confirmation, you ſay, of your own Veracuty, 
and yet leave out both the beginning of that Relation, 
Part of the Middle, and the End of it. 

It begins thus (4th Journ. p. 66.) “ Sund. 11. I 
met with a ſurprizing Iuitance of the Power ot —1 

2 Devil. 


I am Happy, I add, Yet it was eaſy to diſcern, ſhe 


was in the moſt violent Agony both of Body and Mind : 
Sweating exceedingly, notwithſtanding the ſevere Froſt, 
and not continuing in the fame a Moment. 
A plain Proof, that this was no Inſtance of Pre 
Morning, after lyi hile, ſhe broke — 
next Mornin er lying quiet a while, e 
« Peace hes 22 Huſband) Peace be — 
this Houſe, the Peace of God is come to my Soul, I 
know that my Redeemer liveth.” And for ſeveral 
Days her Mouth was filled with his Praiſe, and her 
talk was wholly of his wondrous Works.**—Had not 
theſe Words been left out, neither couid this have patt 
for an Inſtance of Deſpair.—T ho? ſtill I do not know 
but it might have ſtood for an Iaſtance of C r- &c. 
I muſt not forget, that this was cited at firit, as a 
Proof of my Enthnfiaſm : As an Inſtance of 2 private 
Reveli tion, which (you ſaid) I ſeemed te pay gr eut 
Credit to — repreſenting the Comefures of a Waman— 
avhoſe Brain appeurs to hewe been too much hea teil, is 
if they had been obig to a particular and miraculuus 
S;trit of Propheſy (Remarks p. 64.) I anſwered, © De- 
icant, Sir, as you pleaſe on this Exthufi:/m; on the 
Credit I paid to this private Revelation ; and my re- 
preſentirg the ConjeZurcs of this brain-fics Woman, 
25 owing to a miraculous Power of the Spirit of Pro- 
«cy. And when you have done, I will deſire you to 
read the Paſſage once more; where you will fnd my 
expreis Words are (introducing this Account.) ** Sun- 
day 1x. I met with a ſurprizing Inſtance of the Power 
of the Devil.” Such was the Credit I paid to this 
Revelation! All which I aſciibe to the Spirit of God 
, the enabling her to ſtrive ap ainſt the Power of the 
Devil, and at length reſtoring Peace to her Soul. (Anſ. 
41.) 
8 in hopes, you had done with this Inſtance. 
But I am diſapppointed. For in your 2d Letter 1 
cad thus p. 130.) * 
e 
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(25) 
The Iaſtances of Enthuſiaſm and Preſumption, <hich 


laſt Journal had furniſhed me xwith, remain now to be 
— The firſt was, of a private Revelation, 
which you appeared to pay great t to. You had 
reſenied every thing the Woman had ſpoken in her 
ony as coming to paſs. — But I had not repreſented 
any thing ſhe then, whether it came to paſs or 
no, as coming from the Spirit of God, but from the 
Devil. 

You ſay, When I read this firſt, I was amazed, a 
—impatient to look again into your Fournal, But I had 
10 ſooner done this, but I was fill more aſtoniſhed. 
For you have very grievouſly miſrepreſented the Caſe — 
If I have, then I will bear the Blame, but if not it 
will light on your Head. 

1t is not this Account which you had thus intrafluced 3 
but another, and a very different one, of what happened 
4 Day or two before. Sunday, you mention her as being 

lty of groſs Preſumption,—which you attribute to the 
nA. of the Devil. But on Monday and Tueſday the 
ſuppoſed Revelations „ which—you relate wwith- 


| out the leaſt Mark of Diffidence or Blame. (171) 


I am grieved that you conſtrain me to ſay any more. 
In the 66 and 67th p. of the laſt Journal, I give an 
Account of Mrs. Janes, which I term, a ſurprizing 
Inſtance of the Power of the Devil.“ It includes the Oc> 
currences of three Days. This you brought as a Proof 
of my Enthuſiaſm. I anſwer, ** the very Words that 
introduce this Account, prove it is no Iuſtance of En- 
thuſiaſm: Meaning by this LJccount (as I ſuppoſe is 
— to every Reader) The following Account of 

rs. Tones. You reply. 1! is nat this Account, which 
you had thus introduced, but another, and a different 
one, of what happened a Day or txvo before. Sir, it is 
the whole Account of Mrs. Jores which I thus intro- 
duce ; and not azother ; not a wery different one. And 
I attribute the Agony which ſhe (Mrs. Jones) was in; 
and moſt of the Words which the ſpoke, both on Sux- 
day, Monday and Tve/day, not to the Spirit of God, 
but to the Power of the Devil. 

6. The next Inſtance, which you relate as an In. 
france of Deſpair, og cs 9 22 


we 
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aeo0d; which vou break off with, © Take me awway,"" 
&c. (p. 112) But why did you not decypher that, &c. 
Why did you not add the reit of the Paragraph ? 
Becauſe it would have ſpoiled your whole Argument. 
It would have ſhewn what the End of the Lord was, 
in permitting that ſevere Viſitation. The Words are, 
(Journ. 3. p. 93.) © We interrupted her by calling again 
upon God, on which ſhe ſunk down as before (as one 
aſleep) and another young Woman began to roar as 
loud as ſhe had done. My Brother now came in, it 
being about nine a clock. We continued in Prayer 
till paſt eleven : When God in a Moment ſpoke Peace 
into the Soul, firſt, of the firſt tormented, and then of 
the other. And they both joined in ſinging Praiſes to 
him, who had flilled the Enemy and the Avenger.” 

7. I am ſorry to find you till affirm, that with re- 
gard to the Lord's Supper alſo, I advance many in- 
gudicious, falſe and danyerous things. Such as, t. Th.t 
n Man ought to communicate, <without a ſure Tru! 
in God's Mercy thro" Chriſt, (p. 117.)'* You mark theie 
as my words; but I know them not. — 2. That 
there is no previous Preparation indiſpenſably neceflo ry, 
but a Deſire ta receive whatſoever God plenſes to give.) — 
But I include abundantly more in that Deſire, than you 
ſcem to apprehend ; even a Willingneis to Know and 
do the whole Will of God. 3. ** That no Fitneſs 
1s required at the time of Communicating, (I recite the 
whole Sentence) but a Sen/e of our State, of our utter 
Sinfulneſs and Helpleſneſs ! every one who knows he is 
fit for Hell, being juſt fit to come ts Chriſt, in this, as 
well as in all other Ways of bis Appointment. But 
neither can this Senſe of our utter Sinfulneſs and Help- 
leſneſs ſubſiſt, without earneſt Deſires of univerſal 
Holineſs. — There <vas ancther Paſſage (you ſay) 
ewhich you chaſe to onit. (p. 118) Which this was, I 
do not underſtand, Nor do I perceive any one of 
theſe dreadful Poſitions (us you ſtile them) to be con- 
trary to the Word of God. | 

8. You will likewiſe at all Hazards ſtand your 
Ground, as to the Charge of Stoical Iuſenſibility. I 
anſwered before, (p. 35.) How do you ſupport the 
Charge? , thus, — You ſoy, the Servants of God 
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(27) 
fer nothing. — And can you poſſibly miſunderſtard 
theſe Words, if you read thoſe that immediately fol- 
low ? His Body was well nigh torn aſunder with 
Pain. But God made all his Bed m his Sickneſs. 
So that he was continually giving Thanks to God, and 
making his Boaft of his Praiſe.“ 

You reply, (118) V you meant no more than that a 
Man under the ſharpejt Pains, may be thankful to Gad, 
«chy did you call this a ſtrange Truth? — Becauſe I 
think it is ſo. I think it exceeding ſtrange, that one 
in ſuch a Degree of Pain, ſhould be continually giving 
Thanks to God. Not that I ſuppoſe him in/enftble of 
his Torment. His Body, I fay, was well nigh torn 
aſunder with Pain.” But the Love of God fo abun- 
dantly overbalanced all Pain, that it was as nothing 
to him. 

The next Inſtance is as follows. One told you, Sir, 
I thought laſt Week there could be na ſuch Reft as you 
Aeris ; none in this World wherein ace ſhould be /o 
free, as not to defire Eaſe in Pain. But God has taught 
me better. For on Friday and Saturday, when I was 
in the firongeſt Pain, I never once had one Moment's 
Defire of Eaſe (add, but only that the Will of God 
might be done. 

Neither has this any Reſemblance of Stoical Iaſenſi- 
bility. I never ſuppoſed, that this Perſon did not feel 
Pain: (Nor indeed that there is any State on 
Earth, wherein we ſhall not feel it.) But that her 
Soul was filled with the Love of God, and thankfully 
reſigned to his Will. 

Anather Inſtance is taken from one of your Hymns 
where are theſe Lines: (p. 119.) | 


* Doom if thou canſt, to endleſs Pains, 
And drive me from thy Face : (add, 
But if thy ſtronger Love conſtrains, 
Let me be ſav'd by Grace.) 


This I thought the Height of Inſenfibility, Extravagance 
and P reſumption. —Y;u fee nothing of theſe in it. And 
yet you expluin yourſelf thus, ** If thou canſt deny thy- 
elf, if thou canſt forget to be gracious, if thou casi 

C 2 ceaſe 


(28) 

ceaſe to be Trath and Lowe.” All which in my Opini 
is Fring the Charge moſt ly ben you. For the 
Auprofetion that Chrift can do theſe things — Are ou 
in earneſt, Sir? Are you really ignorant, that Expref- 

| nous of this kind, do not ſuppoſe he can, but quite the 

| reverſe? That they are one of the ſtrongeſt Forms of 

| Obteitation, of adjuring God to ſhew Mercy, by all 

| his Grace and Truth and Love? So far is this alſo 

| from proving the Charge of Stoical Inſenſibilicy. 


| III. 1. I come now to confider the Point of Church- 
Communion, of which you have ſpoke in the Begin- 
ning of your Treatiſe. In the Entrance you fay, *. 
zeach no other Doctrine than has always been taught in 
our Church. Our Sentiments concerning Fuſtifica- 
j tion are reconcileable to our Articles, Homiler and Ser- 
4 vac. — This I apprehend ſeveral of the Methodiſts bub 
| bren convinced of, and have therefore /eft our Commu- 
i non entirely. —Vou give us more Inftances than one of this 
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1 Tn laſt Journal.—(p. 2.) No, not one. Nor did 
| 4 — 4— one Man, who therefore Jeft the 
| Communion of the Church, becauſe he was conwihced 
ji that either her Articles, Homilies or Liturgy oppoſed 
1 His Sentiment concerning Juſtification. Poor Mr. Se. 
1 and Mr. Simp/en were induced to leave it, by Reaſons 
(| of quite another kind. 
You' add, Ws cannot wonder, that ſome Methadifls, 
have withdrawn ſi am ber, — while they have been uſed 
| #0 hear Dotrines,wuhich they muſt have been ſenfeble, have 
| wo Place in her Articles and Service. —80 far from it, 
| that all I know of them are deeply /enfible, the Doc- 
| trines they baue been uſed te hear daily, are no other 
| than the genuine Doctrines of the Church, as expreſt 
; 
| 
| 
| 
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both in her Articles and Service. 

2. But our Queſtion turns not on Doctrine 
but Diſcipline.——My frft Bufine/s (you ſay] is to con- 
i ler, ſome very lax Notions of Church-Communion, which 
1 find in laſt Fournal. P. 26. you ſay, © Our 
| zoth Article 4 a true Church, 4 Congregation of 
faithful People, wherein the true Ward of God ti 

cached, and the Sacraments duly adminiſtred—(p. 3.) 
- The Uſe I would willingly make of this 1 
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ich, obſerve, is not mine, be it or bad) is to 

— Boaſting of ungodly Men. an elf che 

Pretence to call themſelves, Of the Church. But you 

think, they may call themſelves ſo ſtill, Then let 
them I will not contend about it. 

But you cannot infer from hence, that my Notions 
of Church-Communion are either lax or otherwiſe. 
The Definition which I occaſionally cite, ſhews no- 
thing of my Sentiments on that Head. And for any 
thing which occurs in this Page, they may be ſtrict or 
wok right or wrong. 

You add, I quill be requiſite, (p. 5.) in order to ap- 
prove yourſelf a Miniſter of our Church, that you follow 
her Rules and Orders.—— That you con/tantly conform to 
the Method of Worſhip ſhe has preſcribed, and ftudy to 
promote her Peace. All this is good and fit to- de 
_ But it properly belongs to the following Que- 
What led you into ſuch very loſe Nantes of Church- 
Communion, I imagine, might be, your being conſcious to 


yourſelf, that according to the ſiriT juſt Account of the 


Church of England, you could not with any Grace main- 
tain your Pretenſions to belong ſtill to her. _—Sir, I 
have never told you yet, what my Notions of Church» 
Communion are. They may be wrong, or they may 
be right, for all you know. Therefore, when you are 
firſt ſuppoſing that I have told you my Notions, and 
then aſſigning the Reaſons of them, what can be faid, 
but that you :m 7gine the whole Matter? 

3. How far I have a&ed agreeably to the Riles and 
Orders of our Church, is a farther Queſticn. You 
think I have acted contrary thereto, firſt, By uſing 
Extemporary Prayer in publick. The Church, you ſay, 
has ſtrongly declared her Mind on this Point, by ”>— 
ing her excellent Liturgy, which you have ſolemnly pro- 
miſed to uſe—and no other, — I know not when or 
where. And wwhoever—does not warſhip God in the 
Manner fhe preſcribcs maſt be ſuppoſed to [light and con- 
temn her Offices and Rules: And ther:f9e can be ng mere 
worthy to be called her Miniſter (p. 5 } 

I do not ffizhe or contemn the Ofices of the Church. 
I eſteem them very highly. Aad yec 1 ds nat, at all 
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(31) 
herein. For I do not know, that they have forbidden 
me to do cither. 
* Behaviour „ Ae 2 
arrant om * 
ASE ——— nk T have Fr 
to 
9 4. 22 


1 While ue have Time, let 
obey that gener! Comm : 


n= Every private Man may take upon himſelf the Office 
- = e—and guote this Taxt as mfp as you 
9.) No. The private Man is not call- 

ed to 2 Magiſtrate ; but I am, to the 
Office of a Preacher.—You was indeed authorized ta 
preach the Goſpel : But it was in the Congregation 
to which you ſhould be lawfully ereus 
you hae many Years preached in Places whereunto you 
avas ot lawfully appointed ; nay which were intrufted ta 
others, who neither wwanted nar defired your Afeſtance. 
Many of them wanted it „whether they de- 
fired it or no. But I ſhall not now debate that Point. 


Difference between a thing": being 

ing done for Years ar Þ ? 
Yes, a great one. 4 Inconveniencies may a 
riſe from the latter than from the former. But this is 
all wide: It does not touch the Point. Still if our 
Church does expre/ily limit the Exerciſe of the Sacerdo- 
tal Powers, to that Congregation whereunto each _ 


limited when I was ordained Prieſt, my Ordination 
would have fignified juſt nothing. For I was not ap- 

to ngregation at all: But was ordained as a 
222 ** College of Divines, (ſo our Sta- 
tates expreſs it) founded to *©* overturn all Hereſies, 
and defend the Catholic Faith.” 


Cure.” —Perhaps fo; but 1 muſt ftill infiſt, 
That if my Sacerdotal Powers had been th expreſely 
limited to that Compgregation whereunto I ſhould be p- 
pointed, my Ordination would have fignified nothing. I 


mean, I could never, in virtue of that Ordination, 
have exerciſed thoſe Powers at all: Seeing I never 
was appointed to any ſingle Congregation : At leaſt, not 
till I went to Georgia. 

I anſwered, 3. For many Years after I was or- 
dained Prieft, this Limitation was never heard of. I 
heard not one Syllable of it, by way of Objection to 
my Preaching up and down, in Oxford or Lenden, or 
the Parts adj decent; in Glacefterfeire or Warcefterſbire ; 
in Lancaſhire, Vorkfeire, or Lincolnſhire. Nor did the 
ſtricteſt Diſciplinarian ſcruple ſuffering me to exerciſe 
thoſe Powers wherever I came.” | 

You reply, There is great Difference between preach- 
ing occafronully—with the Leave of the Incumbents, ond 

ng it conſtantly without their Leave. | grant there 
is ; and there are Objections to the latter, which do 
not reach the former Cale. But they do not belong to 
this Head. They do not in the leaſt affe& this Con- 

gence, ** If every Prieſt, when ordained, is ex» 
preſily limited, touching the Exerciſe of the Power then 
received, to that Congregation to which he ſh:ll be ap- 
pointed ; then is he precluded by this expreſs Limita- 
tion, from preaching, with or without the Incumbent's 
Leave, in any other Congregation whatever.” 

I anſwered, 4. * Is it not, in fict, univerſally al- 
lowed, that every Prieſt, as ſuch, has a Power, in vir- 
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You reply to this by what you judge a 
Caſe. But it does not touch the Neſtriction in Que- 
tion. Either this does, or does not expre/ily limit the 
Exerciſe of the Powers conferred upon a Prieſt in his 
Ordination, to that Congregation whereunto he ſhall be 
appointed. If it does not, I am not condemned by 
this ; however faulty I may be on a thouſand other 
Accounts. If it does, then is every Prieſt condemned 
who ever preaches out of the Congregation to wid h be 
is appointed. 

Your parallel Caſe is this Becanſe a Man does not 
offend againſt the Law of the Land, when I prevail up» 
on him to teach my Children,—T herefore he is : - 
ed to ſei xc (read, He does not offend againſt the Law 
Land in ſeizing) an Apartment in my Houſe, and 
againſt my Will and Approvation tg continue thereing 
and to direct and dictate to my Family ! p. 11. 


8. 


the ſame Offence again/t 
2 of rhe Land as the other ? r 
warning Sizxers in Moorfields, to flee from the Wrath 
to come, the very fame with directing the Dr.'s Fa- 


I anſwered the former Objector, g. Before thoſe 
Words which you ſuppoſe to imply ſuch a Reftraint— 
were thoſe ſpoken without any Re imi 
tion at all, which I apprehend to convey an indelible 
Character, Receive the Holy Ghoſt, for the Office and 
Work cf a Prieft in the Church of God, now com- 
mitted unto Thee, by the Impoſition of our Hands. 

You reply, The Queſtion is not, whether you are in 
Orders, or not ? p. 12.— am glad to hear it. I re- 
ally thought it was. Bur whether you have ated 

Juitably 
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fruitably to the Direction or Rules of the Church of 
England. ——Not ſuitably to that Rule, if it were 
ſtrictly to be interpreted, of preaching only in a ſingle 
Congregation. But I have given my Reaſons, why I 
ink it can't be To interpreted. And thoſe Reaſons I 
do not ſee that you have invalidated. 

I would only add, If I am in Orders, If I am a 
Miniſter ſtill, and yet not a Miniſter of the Church of 
England, of what Church am I a Minifter? Who- 
ever is a Miniſter at all, is a Miniſter of ſome parti- 
cular Church. Neither can he ceaſe to be a Miniſter 
of that Church, till he is caſt out of it by a judicial 
Sentence. Till therefore I am fo caſt out (which I 
truſt will never be) I muſt ſtile myſelf, A Miniſter of 
the Church of England. 

6. Your next Objection is, You not only ere Bund, 
which, after the Moravians, you call the United Society, 
but alſo give out Tickets to thoſe that continue therein. 
Theſe Bands, yau think, bawe had very bad Conſe- 
quence;—as was to be expetted—when weak People 
are made Leader f their Brethren, and are ſet upon ex- 
pounding Scripture,——[bid. 

You are in ſome Miſtakes here. For, 1. The Bands 
are not called The United Society. 2. The United Society 
was originally fo called, not after the Morawi unt. 
but becauſe it conſiſted of ſeveral ſmaller Socicties 
united together. 3. Neither the Bands, nor the Lend- 
ers of them, as ſuch, are /e? upon expouniing Scrifture. 
4. The good Conſequences of their meeting together 
an Banas, I know ; but the very bad Conſequences | 
know not. 

When any Members of theſe, or of the United So- 
cicty, are proved to live in known Sin, we then mark 
and avoid them ; we ſeparate ourſelves from every 
one that walks diſorderly. Sometimes, if the 
Caſe be judged infectious (tho rarely) this is openly 
declared. And this you ftile Excommunication, aud 
ſay, Does not every one ſee a ſeparate Eccleſiaſtical So- 
ciety or Communion? p. 13.—No. This Society does 
no. ſeparate from the Communion of the reſt of the 
Church of England. They centinue ſtedfaſtly with 
them, both ia the Apoſtolical Doctrine, and in the break- 


( 35) 


ing of Bread, and in Prayers (which neither Mr. Se. 
nor Mr. Si. does: Nor the Gentleman who writes to 
you in favour of the Morevians : Who allo writes 


| preſſingly to me, To ſeparate myſelf from the Church) 


A Society ower which yon had appointed yourſelf a Go- 
vernor.— No: So far as I governed them, it 
was at their own Intreaty.— 4rd took upon you all 
the ſpiritual Authority, which the very higheſt Church 
Governcr conl{ claim. What! at King/ſw291? In 
February 1749-1? Not fo. I took upon me no 
other Authcrity (then and there at leali) thin any 
Steward of a Society exerts by the Conſent of the o- 
ther Members. I did neither more nor leſs than de- 
clare, that they who had broken our Rules, were no 
longer of our Society, 
an you pretend that you received this Authority from 
our Church? Not by Ordination; for I did not 
exert it as a Prre/t : But as one whom that Society 
had voluntarily choſen to be at the Head of them. 
Or that you exerciſed it in Suljection, or Subordn ition 
to her lawful Governors — I think ſo; I am fure I 
did not exercile it in any defigned Oppoſition to 
them. — Did you ever think 2 to conſult or a ld iſe 
with them, about fixing the Terms of your Communion ? 
If you mean, about fixing the Rules of admit- 
ting or excluding from our Society : I never did think 
it either needful or proper. Nor do I, at this Day. 
How then <vill you windicate all theſe Powers — 
All theſe are. Declaring thoſe are no longer of our 
Society.” Here is a manife/t Congregation. Either it 
be/onged to the Church of England, or not. — If it did 
not — you ſet up a ſeparate Communion againſt her. And 
bow then are you injured, in being thought to have wwith- 
drawn from ber? — I have nothing to do with this. 
The Antecedent is falſe. Therefore the Conſequent 
falls of courſe. —— IF it did belong to the Church, ſhew 
where the Church gave you ſuch Authority of controul- 
ing and regulating it? — Authority of putting dil- 
orderly Members out of that Society ? The Society it- 
ſelf gave me that Authority. What private Cler y- 
man can plend her Commiſſion, to be this a Judge and 
Ordia tt even in his own Pariſh — Any Clergyman 
or 
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7. But you have more yet. The Grand Jury 
in Georgia found, that you had called yourſelf Ordinar 
of Savannah. Nor vas this Fact contradicted even 
thoſe of the Fury, who you ſay wrote in your Favour. 
So that it appears, you have long had an ſrclination, to 
be independent and uncontrouled, — This Argument ought 
to be good ; for it is far fetched. The plain Caſe 
was this. That Grand Jury did aſſert, That in 
Mr. Cauftor's Hearing, I had called myſelf Ordinary 
of Savannah.” The Minority of the Jury, in their 
Letter to the Truſtees, refuted the other Allegations 
particularly : But thought this ſo idle an one, that they 
did not deign to give it any farther Reply, than 

As to the eighth Bill we are in doubt, as not well 
knowing the Meaning of the Word Ordinary. See 


1. nal p. 47. 49. 

. J appeal to am reaſonable Man, whether 
you have not atted as an Ordinary; Nay, @ Biſhop in 
Kingſwood. — If you mean, in ** declaring thoſe 
diſorderly Members were no longer of that Society. 
I admit your Appeal, whether I therein ated as a 
Biſhop, or as any Steward of a Society may. Nay, you 
have gone far beyond the generality of the Di fſenters the m- 
/elves, do not commit the Power of Excommunication 
(and nting to preach —— that is another Queſtion) 
to the of any private Miniſter — The Powers of 
Excommunication — True; but this was not Excommus- 
zication, but a quite different thing. 

How far, in what Circumſtances, and in what 
Senſe, I have appointed Men to preach, J have explain- 
at large in the third Part of the Farther Appeal. 
þ wait for farther Light; and am ready to con- 
fider, as I am able, whatever ſhall be replied to what 
is there advanced. 
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be, you can be looked by 
Per 1 Trot as 4 Member. much 


or Profeſſions 


tences 
045 and 


hiſs a Miniſter of the þ of England, but) as no 


than an | to her Conſtitution, Worſhip and 
== -aifing Diviſions and — in ef Com- 
munion, (p. 76.) — 4nd yet you ſay — © I cannot have 
greater Regard to her Rules” — © 7 dare not re- 
name Communiox with her. (p. 15. 
Ido fay I cannot have a greater Regard to 
human Rules, than to follow them in all thin 
{ where I apprehend there is a Divine Rule to 
contrary. . I dare not renounce Communion with the 
Church of _— As a Minifter, I teach her Doc- 


Offices. I conform dy yy os | 
I ſuffer * for my Attachment to her. a pri- 
vate I hold ber Doctrines 1 
in Prayer, in Hearing, in Communicating. Ieæpect᷑ every 
— — Man, touching theſe Facts, to believe his own 
Eyes and Ears. But if theſe Facts are ſo, How dare any 
Man of common Senſe, charge me with renouncing the 


Church of England ? 


9. Uſe ever ſo many Exaggerations, ſtill the Whole 
of this matter is, 1. I often uſe ex temporary Prayer. 
2. Wherever I can, I preach the Goſpel. 3. Thoſe 
who deſire to ide the Goſpel, I adviſe how to watch 
over each other, and to put from them ſuch as walls 
diſorderly. Now whether theſe Things are, on other 
Conſiderations, right or wrong, this ſingle Point I 
mult till inſiſt on; All this does not prove, either 
that I am no Member, or that I am no Miniſter of the 
Church of Exgland.” Nay, nothing can prove that I 
am no Member of the Church, till I either am excom- 
municated, Or renounce her Communion, and no lor 
join in her Doctrine, and in the Breaking of Bread ard 
in Prayer. Nor can any Thing prove, I am no M:- 
zi/ter of the Church, till I either am depo/ed from m 
Miniſtry, or voluntarily renounce her, and wholly ce 
to teach her Doctrines, uſe her Offices, and obey her 
Rubricks for Conſcience Sake. 

However I grant, that whatſoever is arged on this 
Head, deſerves my moſt * Confederation. — 
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4 you do this: I was generally content with 
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(39) 
fuch 4ſiftance. I anſwer, (p. 38.) “ Before this touches 
me, you are to prove err. have not 
done yet) that my is ſuch, as is only to be juſti- 
fed by the Su ion of ſuch Afiftance.” You re- 
ply (p: 1209 s, 1 think, is proved in the preceding 

-I think not. Let Men of Candor judge. Vet I am 
—— there was ſuch an Aſſiſtance at ſome times. 

ou have alſo to prove, that this was fa//e Perſuaſion. 

You remark 2. An Enthufiaſs is then fincere, but 
nian. (61.) I anſwered, * That I am miſtaken, 
remains to be dr the W, | reply, The way * Sug 
judge. A „if you mean, 

You remark 3. His Intentions muſt be good; but his 
AXions will be maſt abominable. I anſwered, —** What 
Actions of mine are moſt abominable ? You reply, 
The Warld muſt be judge, whether your publick Acticus 
bave not been — in Respect abominable. I am 


3 


You remark 4. /ftead of making the 
— the Rule fy yy Spd yy nb fond 


or us.” You reply (121.) You fall again into 
your Strain of Boaſting, as if Declarations — 


Weight agai 2 ; aſſert, that ** you make the 
wwd of G your Action, and that 1 
« perhaps — Stop, Sir. 
ou Are 
not done 

You remark ;. 


by the Improvem 


* 
youreply 
You remark 6. He is wery 


(40) 

indeed I am : I find it every day more and more. But 
I do not yet find, that this is owing to my want of 
confidering Things coolly and carefully. Perhaps you do 
not know many Perſons (excuſe my Simplicity in ſpeak- 
ng it) who more carefully conſider every Step they 

e (p. 39.) Yet I know I am not cool or careful 
enough. May God ſupply this and all my Wants!“ 
You reply, Your private Life I hawe nothing to do with : 
And then enlarge on my Method of conſulting Scripture, 
and of ng Lots : Of both which by and by. But 
mean time, obſerve this does, not affect the - 
tion. For I neither caſt Lots, nor uſe that Met at 
all, till I have conſidered Things with all the Care 1 
can. So that, be this right or wrong, it is no manner of 
oa that I do not carefully conſider every Step I 

| Hig 

But how little did I profit by begging your Excuſe, 
fuppeſe I had ſpoken a Word unguardedly ? O Sir, you 
put me in mind of him who faid, * 1 know not to 
ſhew Mercy! You have need never to fight, but when 
you are ſure to conquer: Seeing you are reſolved nei- 
ther to give nor take Quarter. | 

You remark 7. He is very difficult to be convinced 


W Reaſon and Argument, as he atts upon a / 


Principle futericy to it, the Direction of God's Spirit. | 
an{vered, ** 1 »m very difficult to be convinced by dry 
Blows or bard Names. — But not, by Reaſon or Ar- 
gument. At leaſt that Difficulty cannot fpring from 
the Cauſe you mention, For I claim no other Direc- 
tion of God's Spirit than is common to all Believers.” 
You reply (124.) 1. — { fear this awill not be eafily 
reconcilable to your poſt Pretences and Behaviour, | 
believe it will; in particular to what I ſpeak of the 
Light I received from God in that important Afr. 


{1. Journal p. 37.) But as to the Directions, in general 


of the Spirit of God, we very probably differ in this ; 
you apprehend thoſe Directions to be Extraordinary, 
which 1 ſuppoſe to be common to all Belie vers. 

You remark 8. Whoever oppoſes him will be charged 
uwvith reſiſting or rejetfing the Spirit. I anſwered, 
"> What? Who: ever 0 me, ſohn Weſley ? — 
Do ] charge every ſuch erlon with rojeding the Spirit 
be 0 
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(4) 
No more than I charge him with robbing on the High- 
2 charge you with rejectintꝭ the Spirit? 
reply, Tou deny that you charge the Oppoſers with 
rejecting the Spirit, and affirm, that you never jaid or 
4 t, that what you do is to be accounted the Work 
G. Here you blend different Sentences together, 
which I muſt confider apart, as they were written. 
And firſt, where do I charge you with rejecting the 
. your If I ts not charge yer, tha 
I cha . not you, 

Propofition is falls; I do not ſo charge whoever oppoſes 
me. Your next Words are, Tou affirm that you never ſaid 
or thought, that what you do is to be accounted the Work 
of God.——If it be the Work of God, you need nat deny the 
other Point. — Yes, Sir: Whether it be or no, I muſt 
ſtill deny, that I ever charged you with rejecting the 
Spirit in oppoling me. 

You remark g. His own Dreams muſt be regarded 
as Oracles. — | anſwered, ©* Whoſe? I _ neither 
my Dreams nor my waking Thoughts, may he regard- 
ed at all, nb % with the 
Oracles of God. To this alſo you make no Reply. 

You remark 10. However wili—his Behaviour 


. may 
be, whatever he = does, is to be accounted the Work of 


God. It was to this I anſwered, ** I never faid fo of 
what I do: I never thought ſo. This Anſwer was 
ill expreſt. And I might have foreſeen, you would 
hardly fail, to make your Advantage of it. I muſt 
therefore explain myſelf upon it a little farther. You 
faid, ** An Enthuſiaſt accounts Whatever be does to be 
the Work of God.” I ſhould have ſaid, but 1 do 
not account whatever © do to be the Work of God. 
What that is, which I do account his Work, will be 
conſidered by and by. | 

You remark 11. He talks in the Stile of inſpired 
Perſous, I anſwered, *©* No otherwiſe inſpi 


you are, if you love God.“ You reply, (p. 126.) The 
Point <vas not, whether you are actually inſpired, but 
whether you have talked in the Stile of thoſe who were 
%. That was fo much the Point, that if it were allow. 
ed, it would overturn your whole 

Was inſpired (in your — 


t. For if 1 
* you could not term that 
3 


Inſpiration 
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have in Fact, receiv'd 4/ifance and Direction there- 
37 I give the ſame Anſwer to your Aſſertion, (p- 
123.) that we are not order'd in Scripture to deci 
any Point in Queſtion &y Lots. You allow indeed, 
there are Inflances of this in Scripture ; but affirm, Theſe 
were miraculous : Nor can wwe without Preſumption [a 
Species of Enthufiaſm)] apply to this Method. IT want 
Proof of this : Bring one vlain Text of Scripture, and 
I am fatisfied.—-This, I apprehend you learned from the 
Moravians— I did; tho' 'tis true, Mr. Whitefield 
thought I went too far therein. — [»ftances of the ſume 
eccur in your Fournals. I will mention only one. It be- 
ing debated, when you ſhould go to Briſtol, you ſoy, 
% We at length all agreed, to decide it by Lot. And 
this it <was determi d, I ſhould go.” (Jo. 3. p. 28.) 
this your Way of carefully conſidering every Step you 
tale? Can there be greater Raſhne/s and Extravagance ? 
Reaſon is thus in a manner render d uſeleſs : Prudence is 
fet afide, and Affairs of Mament left to be determined 
by Chance ! p. 124. 


So this you give as a genuine Inſtance of my Pro- 
ceedings—And, I ſuppoſe, of your own Fairneſs and 


Candour! We agreed at length, to decide it by 
Lot.” True; at /ength: After a Debate of ſome 
Hours ; after carefully hearing and weighing coolly, 
all the Reafons which could be alledged on either Side ; 
Our Brethren ſtill continuing the Diſpute, without 
. any 
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(when I received the 


it Letter) to Wedneſday 28. 


us 7 _ the Caſe was laid before the Society. Prudence 
* to be determinad 5 ({ Chonces ? By 
rn oye IT Lot 71 
14 
Ag This I firmly believe is Truth and Reaſon, and 
will be to the End of the World. And I therefore 
( fill ſubſcribe to that Declaration of the Moravian 
8 Church (laid before the whole Body of Div ines in the 
ed Univerſity of Wirtemberg, and not LA. them accouated 
Lp Exthuſcaſm)'* We have a Efteem for 2 
[a and. accordingly uſe them publick and 
RR to decide Points of te bent when the —— 
* brought on each Side, appear to be of equal Weight. 
the And we believe this to be then the only Way, of 
01 wholly ſetting aſide our own Will, of acquitting our- 
3 {elves of all Rlame, and clearly knowing, what is the 
3 Will of Gop.”* Jo. 2. p. 81. 
65 5. You next remark'd ſeveral Inſtances of my En- 
7 thafiaſm. The firſt was, That of Mrs. Tone. The 


next ran thus. Again, you ſay, * I expounded out of 
the Fulneſs that was given me.“ (p. 64.) I anſwered, 

7 I mean, I had then a filler, deeper Senſe [of what 
I ſpoke] than I ordinarily have.” (p. 41.) But if you 


124 | ſtill think, I would babe been more decent to have ſaid, 
: according ta the 77 of my Power and Ability, with 
ks | 4 5 Affi/tance, 1 expounded ; 1 will ſay fo another 
| ime. 
” With Regard to the Third Isfance of Enthuſiaſm, 
—_ you remark'd, 1f you would not have us look on ha as 
ly, miraculous, there is nothing in it worthy of being 
M! lated, p. 64.—1 1 * It may be Let * 
_ paſs then as a Trifle not worth relating ; bat ill it i 


any * 


give 
you wwill treat your 
not 


—— 


bop 

pray for ſuch immediate Reliefi.—Theſe Things muſt be 

eſented either as common Accidents or as Miracles. 
I do not throughly underſtand your Terms. What is 
a common Accident That a Sparrow falls to the 
Ground ? Or ſomething more inconfiderable than the 
Hairs of your Head ? Is there no Medium between 
Accident and Miracle? If there be, what is that Me- 


dium ? When we are agreed with to theſe few 
Points, I ſhall be to reſume the Subject. 

6. The Fourth of my Enthuſiaſm was this, 
That I related inflited on my Oppoſers. As 
to Mr. Mo{ther, I muſt once more, that I do 
believe there was a | Providence in his Sick- 
neſs. But I do not beli (nor did I defign to inſi- 


nuate) That it was a judgment, for oppoſing me. 
You go on. Again, you mention ** as an awful Pro- 

wvidence, the Caſe of @ poor Wretch who du. _— 
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Mercy. 

You now add to the reſt the following Inſtance : 
One John Haydon, a Man of a regular Life and 
Converſation, being informed, that People fel! into 


ffrange Fits at the Societies, came to ſee and judge for 


hi + But he was ſtill leſs ſatisfied than before; in- 
ſomuch that he went about to his Acquaintance one 
after another, and labour'd above Meaſure to con- 
vince them, it was a Deluſion of the Devil. We 
were ing Home, when one met us in the Street, 
and infornfd us, that 7. H. was fallen raving mad. 
It ſeems he had fat down to Dinner, but had a Mind 
irt to end the Sermon on Salvation by Faith. In 


in, his Breaſt heaving ar 
— t Drops of Sweat trickling 


7. The Account of People falling down in Fits you 
Cite as a fifth Inſtance of my Enthufiaſm: It being 
plain, you ſay, that I Je upon both the Diſorders, and 
the Removals of them to be ſupernatural. (p. 67.) 1 
anſwered, *©* It is not quite plain. I look upon ſome 
of theſe Caſes, as wholly natural : On the reſt, as 
mixt; both the Diſorders and the Removals, being 
partly Natural and partly not.“ (p.43.) You reply, 

2 


reading fell off his 
Chair, and beating 
himſelf ighbours were 
alarm” in and 
eople, t, 
he cried all the 
World fee or three 
Men were He im- 
all a Deluſion. 
roar d out, O 
thou Le- 
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- But 1 
Yau reply, 
Why fo M bat baue I done lately, ty take off 2 2 
prize ? Have I forfeited my Character for ingenuazs and 
fair Dealing with you ? (2* L. p.135.) vince you ask me 
the Queſtion, I will anſwer it (I hope, in Love and in the 
Spirit of Meekneſs.] I ſcarce know, of all who have 
wrote againſt me, a leſs ingenuous Dealer: or one 
who has ſhewn a more ſteady, invariable Diſpoſition, 
to put an ill Conftruftion on whatever I fay. 
ut why weu'd you net particularly explain the 

Caſes ?P——T will explain myſelf ” them once 

all. For mare than three Hundred Years after Chriſt, 
yeu know Demoniacks were common in the Church: 
And I fu „vou are not unapprized, That during 
this Period, (if not much longer) they were continual- 
ly relieved by the Prayers of the Faithful. Nor can 
J doubt, but Demoniacks will remain, fo long as Sa- 
tan is the Cad of this World. I doubt not, but there 
are ſuch at this Day. And I believe Jabs Hayden 
was one. But of whatever Sort his Diſorder was, 
that it was removed by "Hon is undeniable. Now, 


Sir, 


(59) 

Sir, you have only two Points to prove, and then 
your Argument will be conclufive. 1. That to think 
or ſay, ** There are Demoniachs now, and they are now 
reliev'd by Prayer,” is Enthuſtaſm: 2. That to ſay, 
« Demoniacks were or are reliev'd, on Prayer made by 
Cyprian, or their Pariſh-Miniſter,” is 0 parallel the 
Actions of Cyprian or that — with the higheſt 
Miracles of / Grip and his Diſciple 

8. You cd. It will be Ken to perſuade auy 
Sober Perſon, that there is any thing ſupernatural in theſe 
Diforders, R. p. 69. The r of that Paragraph 
I abridg'd thus. You attempt to account for thoſe Pits, 
by Obffrufions or Irregularities of the Blend and Spi- 
rits ; Hyſterical Diſorders ; N. 4 Faftings ; C 1 7. e- 
meſs of Rooms, great Crouds, violent Heat "And la 
by Terrors, Perplexitics and Doubts, in weak and _ 
meaning Men ; which you think in many of the Caſes 
before us, have quite overſet their 1 R. p. 43. 

I anſwer'd, OT YC 7 it go as 
far as it can go. [Let it be Ap to have y 
Influence in /ome Caſes; Perhaps, fully to account 8 
one in a thouſand.] But I require Proof of the laſt 
Way, whereby you wou'd account for theſe Diſor- 
ders.” — Why, the Inftances, you ſay, of religious 
Madneſs hawe much increaſed, force yon began ta difturb 
the World. —** I doubt the Fact. — Vou reply, This no 
way diſproves it, —137.—Yes it does, till you pro- 
duce ſome Proof. For a bare Negation is the proper 
and ſufficient Anſwer to a bare Affirmation. I add, 
I theſe Inſtances had increaſed daily, tis eaſy ro 
account for them another Way,” (as is done in the 
firſt Part of the Farther Appeal, at the 101. and ſol- 
lowing Pages.) You ſay, 1 beard of cr kno<# 
ſeveral of the Methodiſts, thus driven to D. Ara ion. 
I anſwer d. Tea may have heard of five . 
But how many have you 4nown ? Be pleaſed to name 
eight or ten of them. I cannot find them, no, not 
one of them to this Day, either Man, Woman, or 
Child,” 44. You reply, This (the naming them) 
would be very improper an] unneceſſary, 158." == 
However, Sir, it is extremely neceſſary, That you 
ſhould name them to me in private, 1 will then, if 


re- 
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(51) 


Fequir'd, excuſe you to the Publick ; which till then I 


cannot do. 

The Perſon I mention'd whom you threru into much 
Doubt and Perplexity, then lived in the Pariſh of St. 
Ann, Weſ*minfter. I related the Caſe juſt as ſhe rela- 
ted it to me. But ſhe is able and ready to anſwer for 
herſelf, | 

9. You go on. It is the mnjt charitable Suppaſit ion 

cam make, that many of the Caſes you have men- 
. in your Fournals, and ſame of which have been 
repreſented above, are of this kind, i. e. Inſtances of Mad- 
neſs,.— 24 L. p. 138. O tender Charity ! But cannot your 
Charity reach one Hiir's Breadth farther than this ?— 
No: for otherwiſe Ci. e. if thoſe Perſons were not 
mad] the Preſumption and Deſpair are terrible indeed. — 
Bat what if you were to ſuppoſe John Haydon (to in- 
ſtance in one) was not mad, but under a temporary 
Poſſeſſion? And that others were deeply convinced 
of Sin, and of the Wrath of (God abiding on them? 
I ſhould think this Suppoſition (be it true or falſe) was 
full as charitable as the other. 

I faid, © I cannot find one ſuch Inftance to this 
Day,” You reply, Yet once you cou'd not but be under 


fome ** Concern, æuith regard te one or two Perſons, 
who ſeem'd to be ide Lunatick, as well as fore 


wexed.—** So they ſcer'd But it ſoon appear'd, they 
avere 221,” The very next Paragraph mentions, That 
one of theſe within a few Hours, was ** filled with the 
Spirit of Love, and of a found Mind. 77. 3. p. 88. 
But you are reſolv'd, come wat will, to carry 
this Point: And fo add, Toward tte Eni of your far- 
ther Appeal, [he firſt Part, p. 101.] You ſay, Tau 
Gave ſeen one Inſtance of real, laing Madneſs. This 
was one whom you took wwith you to Briſtol, wu!» 
was afterwards prejudiced again you, and brgan a 
wvehement InveXive both againft your Perſon and Dec- 
trines. in the Midft of this he was fliruck raving 
mad. Add, And fo he continued till his Friends 
put lym into Bedlam : And probably, laid bis Mad- 
neſs to »y Charge,” —If they did not, it is now dong 
to their Hands. 


E 2 | av. 44 


( 52 ) 

10. A. to the Cure of theſe Fits, I «bſerved (fo you 

p. 139. proceed) 25:t you bad frequently repreſented 
them 


as miraculous, os the inſtantaneous Conſequences of 


your Prayers.—My former Anſwer to this was, I 
have ſet down the Facts juſt as they were, paſſing no 
Judgment upon them myſelf, and leaving every 

elſe to judge as he pleaſes.” 

I am glad you give me an Occaſion of reviewing 
this Anſwer ; for upon Reflection, I do not like it at 
all. It grants you more than I can in Conſcience do. 
As it can be proved by abundance of Witneſſes, That 
theſe Cures were frequently, (indeed almoſt always) 
the inſtantaneous Conſequences of Prayer; Your Infe- 
rence is juſt. I cannot, dare not affirm, that they 
were purely xaturc/, I believe they were not. I be- 
lieve many of them were wrought, by the /apernatu- 
ral Power of God. That of John Hayden in particu- 
lar: (I fix on this, and will join iſſue with you upon 
it when you pleaſe) And yet this is not Gbarefaced 
Enthujiaſ';t, Nor can you prove it any Enthufta/m at 
all, unlef you can prove, That this is fa/ſely aſcrib'd 
to 2 ſupernatural Power. | 

The next Caſe, you ſay, relates ta the ſpotted Fever, 
ai eu repreſent as being extremely mortal ; but — e 
believe there was not one with whom you were but re- 
cover d. I aud, that here is no Intimation of any 
thing miraculous ( Remarks, p. 72.) You ah, (Anſw. 
p. 45.) „V then is this cited as an Inflance of my 
Enthuſiaſm ?"—Tou ſure cannot think, that falſe Pre- 
tences to Miracles are the whole of Enthufitaſm. No; 
but I think they are that Part of Enth which 
you here undertook to prove upon me. You are here 
to prove, That I boaſt of curing nay 64g by 
Prazer without the Uſe of any other Means. (Rem. p. 
71.) But if there is no [ntimation in my Account of any 
— miraculcus, or that proper Remedies bad not been 
applied : How is this a Proof, that I boaft of curing 
_ Diſftempers, without applying any s at 

But you ſeem to deſire to have it believ'd, that an 
extraordinary Bleſſing attended your Prayers. Whereas 
if the Circumſtances could be particularly inquired — 
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oft probably it «would appear, that either the Fury 9 
1 an abated, or the Perſons you 2 
were ſeized with it fm 4 more favourable Degree, or 
cuere by Reaſon of a good Conſtitutian, more capable 

ing through it. Neither do ] believe, that they a 
How failed of an equal Bleſſing and Succeſs, had 22 
had the Affitance and Prayers of their own Pariſh Mi- 
wiffers. 

There, Sir ; now I have done as you require: I 
have quoted your whole Remark. But does all this 
prove, that I boaft of curing bodily Diftempers by Pra- 
ger, without the Uſe of any other Means ? If you fay, 
altho” it does not prove this, it proves that you /cem 
to defire to hade it believed, That an extraordinary Ble, 
fing attended your Prayers : And this is another Sort of 
Enthuſiaſm:— Tis very well: So it does not prove the 
Concluſion you defign'd ; but it proves another, which 
ij as good! 

11. The two laſt Inſtances of my Enthuſiaſm which 
you bring (Rem. 72, 7z.] I had fumm'd up in two 
Lines thus: At two ſeveral Times, being ill and 
in violent Pain, I pray'd to God, and found imme- 
Ciate Eaſe.” (.7»/. p. 45.) But fince you fay, I 
wot Hope to eſcape ſo; theſe Inflances muſt once more 
laid before me particularly, 140. I muſt yield to Ne- 
_ and ſet them down the Beginning to the 

n 


Cat. March 21. I explain'd in the Evening the 
334 Chapter of Exzckic/: In applying which, I was 
ſeiz'd with ſech a Pain in my Side, I cou'd not f 
I knew my Remedy, and immediately kneel'd down. 
In a Moment the Pain was gone.” Fourm, 4. Pp. 77. 

Fi, May 8. I found myielf much out of or- 
der, however I made Shift to preach in the Evening. 
But on Saturday my bodily Strength quite failed, ſo 
that for ſeveral Hours I could ſcarce lift up my Head. 
Sunday 10. I was obliged to lie down moſt Part of the 
Day, being eaſy only in that Poſture.—In the Eve- 
ning—beſide the Pain in my Back and Head, and 
the Fever which fill continued upon me, juſt as 1 
began to pray, I was ſeized with ſuch a Cough, that 
I could hardly ſpcak, At the ſame time came ftrong- 

27 


1 


e Sis ſhall follow them that 
WAA „e aloud, To 


— and to confirm the Tod of bis * ab While 


way, the Fever left 


ing, my Pain vaniſh'd a 
— my bodily Strength return'd, and for many Weeks 
I felt — Weakneſs nor Pain. „ el 
Lord, do I give Thanks.“ J. 4 
When you flt cited theſe as Rock or 
I anſwer d, I will pu Argument into Form. 
* He that believes he DO OS On aki 
are not ſo, is a rank Enthuſiaſt : But 
„ You believe thoſe are miraculous Cures which 
are not ſo, Therefore, you are a rank Enthuſiaſt. 
— What do you mean by miraculous ? If you 
term every thing ſo, which is ut ffrifly accountable 
for by the ordinary Courſe of natural Cauſes, then E 
deny the latter Part of the minor Propoſition. And 
unleſs you can make this good, unleſs you can prove, 
= Effects in Queſtion, are fridiy accountable for, by 
abe ordinary C ourſe of natural Cauſes, your Argument 
is nothing worth.“ 
You reply, Tour Anſever to the Objefion is very 
evaſive, though you pretend to put my Argument in form. 
1 the major Propoſition which ſhould bau 


He that repreſents thoſe Cures as the immediate 
Zet of his oxen Prayers, and as miraculous, which 
are not /o, is a rank — if fincere : 

But, This you hawe done : 0, Kc. 

To this clumſy Syllogiſm * rejoin, 1. That the 
Words, if fincere,” are utterly impertinent : for if 
- * ſuppoſed Erthufia/m will be out of the 

Queſtion. hat thoſe Wards, ** as the Effects — 
his own Prayers,” may likewiſe be pared off ; 
they are unneceſſary and cumberſome, the — * 
being compleat without them. 3. That with or 
without them, the J is falſe; unleſs fo far 
as it co- incides with that reject. For it is the be- 
licving thoſe to be es which are not, that con- 
ſtitutes an Exthuſiaſt : Not the repreſenting them E 
= 2 the other; unleſs ſo far as it implies ſuch 
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Appeal. But ſince you repea 

out taking any Notice of the Arguments there ad- 
vanced) I will endeavour once more to give you a di- 
ſtinct, full and determinate Anſwer. 

And firſt, I acknow „ that I have ſeen with my 
Eyes, and heard with my Ears, ſeveral Things, which, 
to the beſt of my Judgment, cannot be accounted for, 
by the ordinary Courſe of Natural Cauſes, and which, 
I — — ought to * to the extra- 
ordinary Interpoſfition of God. an 
ſtle theſe Miracles, I reclaim not. 4 
inquired into the Facts. 


4 far 
back, I am clearly perſuaded, that the ſudden. belt. 
verance of John Haydn, was one Inſtance of this kind, 
and my own Recovery, on May the Tenth, another. 
I cannot account for either of theſe in a Natural Way. 
Therefore I believe they were both Supernatural. 

I muſt, ſecondly, obſerve, That the Truth of theſe 
Facts is ſupported by the ſame kind of Proof, as that 
of all other Facts is wont to be, namely, the Teiti- 
mony of competent Witneſſes : And that the Teſti- 
mony here is in as high a „as any reaſonable 
Man can defire. Thoſe Win were many in Num- 
ber : They could not be deceived themſelves ; for the 
Facts in queſtion they ſaw with their own Eyes, and 
heard with their own Ears. Nar is it credible, that 
ſo many of them would combine . 


(6) 

others ; the greater Part being Men that 
3 as by pe == Tenor of 
| Thus, in the Fohn Hayden + 
This Thing was not contrived and executed in a Cor- 
ner the ence of his own Family only, or 
three or four Perſons prepared for the Purpoſe. No ; 
in an open Street of the City of Briſtol, at One 
or Two in the Afternoon. And the Doors being all 
m the Beginning, not only many of the Neigh- 
bours, from every Side, but ſeveral others, (indeed 
whoſoever it) went in till the Houſe could 
contain no more. Nor yet does the Account of my 
own Illneſs and Recovery, depend s you ſuppoſe, on 
my bare Word. There were many Witneſſes both of 
my Diſorder on Friday and Saturday, and of my lying 
down moft Part of Sunday (a Thing which they were 
well ſatisfied could not be the Effect of a flizht Indiſ- 
2 And all who ſaw me that Evening, plainly 
diſcerned (what I could not w conceal) I was 
in Pain: About Two hundred of whom were preſent 
when I was ſeized with that Cough, which cut me 
ſhort, ſo that I could ſpeak no more ; till I cried out 
aloud, ** Lord, increaſe my Faith : Lord, confirm the 
Word of thy Grace.” e ſame Perſons ſaw and 
heard, that at that Inſtant I changed my Poſture, and 
broke out into Thankſgiving : That quickly after I 
ſtood upright (which I could not before} and ſhewed 

no more Sign either of Sickneſs or Pain. 

Yet I muſt defire you well to obſerve, thirdly, That 
my Will, or Choice, or Defire, had no Place either in 
this, or any Caſe of this Kind, that has ever fallen 
under my Notice. Five Minutes before I had no 
Thought of this. I expected nothing leſs. I was 
willing to wait for a gradual Recovery, in the ordi 
Uſe of outward Means. I did not look for any other 
Cure, till the Moment before I found it. And it is 
my Belief, that the Cafe was always the fame, with 
regard to the moſt real ard undoubted Miracles. I be- 


lieve God never interpoſed his miraculous Power, but 


according to his own Sovereign Will : Not according 

to the Will of Man; neither of him by whom he 

wrought, nor of any other Man an *: 
1 
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Miracles; I 
theſe ? And at w 


on 
ru is made, thas oo God ; or well fuit- 
wg the Relation of a Creature to his Creator. 
. However, I cannot but think, there have been 


already ſo many plain Interpoſitions of Divine Power, 


1 


1 


deny or deſpiſe them. We defire no Favour, but the 
Juſtice, that diligent Enquiry may be made concern- 
ing them. We are ready to name the Perſons on whom 


Git Pawar wes Git: wah to none but 
God ; (not one or two, or ten or only) to point 
r 
er every pertinent an ; 
and, if required, ſtall give all thoſe Anſwers upon 
Oath, before any who are 1 ſo to receive 
them. It is our particular that the Circum- 


ſtances which went before, w 


and 
which followed after, the Facts under Conſideration, 


may be thoroughly 

down. Lat bow thi 

needful it ſhould ? at leaſt, b 

„ 60 12 2 

— ſhould ſcruple to ſay, This hath God 
! 

As there have been already ſo many Inſtances of 

this kind, far beyond when we ded ed ak © 

r cannot take upon me to ſay, whether or no, 

it will pleaſe God to add to their Number. I have 


not herein 4nown the of the Lord, neither am I 

his Counſellor. He may, or he may not ; I cannot affirm 

or deny. I have no ht, and I have no Deſire ei- 

ther Way. It is the Lond, let him do what ſeemeth him 

good. I deſire only to be as Clay in his Hand. 8 
3+ 


(58) 

3. But what if there were now to be rrought ever 
fo many real and wundaubted Miracles ? (| ſuppoſe you 
mean by zxdeubted, fuch as being ſufficiently atteſted, 
ought not to be doubted of.) Why, this, you fay, 
aveuld put the Controverly on a ſhort Foot, and be an 
effettnal Proof of the Truth of your Pretences. . By no 
means. As common as this Aſſertion is, re 1: none 
upon Earth more falſe. Suppoſe a Fescher were 
now, on this very Day, to work real and unJloubted 
Miracles: This would extremely little Sorter: the Con- 
troverſy between him and the greater Pat of his Op- 

rs. For all this would not force them to believe; 

t many would ſtill ſtand juſt where they did before: 
— Men may harden their Hearts againſt Miracles, 
as well as againſt Arguments. 

So Men have done, from the Beginning of the 
World: Even againſt ſuch fignal, glorious Miracles, a- 
gainſt ſuch :Interpoſitions of the Power of God, as may 
not again till the Conſummarion of all Things. 
Permit me to remind you only of a few Inſtances; and 
to obſerve, that the Argument holds a fortior; : For 


who wilt ever be impowered of God again, to work, | 
aach Miracles as theſe were? Did Pharaoh es 


all that Ao/es and Aaron wrought, as an «fe 
Proof of the Truth of their Pretences * Even wh 
the Lord made the Sea to be Dry-Land, and the Mater 
were divided : When the Children of Iſrael went into 
#he midſt of the Sea, and the Waters were a Wall, on 
ale Right and on the Left ? Exod. xiv. 21, 22. Nay; 
he wounded Dragon rag'd in vain ; 

And fierce the utmoſt e to brave, 
Madly he dar'd the parted Main, 

Aud funk beneath th' o'erwhelming Wave. 
Was all this az efe&ual Proof of the Truth of their Pre. 
fences, to the Zfrachites themſelves ? It was not. 
They were till diſobedient, at the Sea ; even at the Red 
Sea! Was the giving them day by day Bread from 
Heaven, an effeftual Proof to thoſe two hundred and fifty 
Princes of the Aſſembly, famous in the ation, Men 
of Renown, who faid, with Dathan and Abiram, Wilt thou 
83 #he Zyes of theſe Mean Ve will not come 1p. 

xvi. 14. Nay, when the Ground _— 
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( 59) 
der that "was under them, and the Tai n 1 


Mouth and feuallowed them up : (ver. 32) Neri 
this an efed#ual-Proof to the who faw ity nm their 
Eyes, and heard the Cry of thoſe that. vent down in- 
ta the Pit: Bat the very next Day ey manmured 
againſt Moles and again Auron, ing, Ye have 
Þ Was nor the of the Lord! (ver. 41.) © 


Was not the Caſe generally the fame with regard to 
the Prophets that fallowed-? Several of 'whom fle 
i! Mauths of Lions, quenched: the Vealence of Hire, did 


many mighty Works ; yet their own People | 
them not. Yet vey were flaned, they were ſawn aſur- 
dar, they were uin with the Su,; they were di- 
tute, a licked, tormented! Unttezly contrary to the 
commonly received Suppoſition, That the working re 
wndaubted Miracles, muſt bring all Controverſy to an 
End, and convince. every Gai 8 1 1 
Let us come nearer yet. Hom ſtood the Caſe: be- 
tween our Lord himſelf and. his ? Did he 
not work real and undoubted Miracles And what was 
the Effect? Still when herame: i his own, his own 
received him not. Still he was deſpiſed and rejectad of 
Men. Still it was a Challenge not to be anſwered, 
Have any of the Rulers, or:of the Phariſces believed on 
hin After this, how can you imagine, that who- 
ever works Miracles, muſt canvince 4 Mer of the 
Truth of his Pretences ? | ö 
I would juſt remind you of only one Inflance more. 
There ſat @ certain Man at Lyſtra, impotent in his Feet, 
being a Cripple from his Mather's Womb, who never had 
— 2 The ſame beard Paul ſpeak : Who fledfaſtly 
beholing him, and perceiving that he had Faith to be 
healed, ſaid with a loud Voice, Stand upright on thy 
Feet. And he leaped and walked. Here was fo un- 
daulted a Miracle, that the People ft wp their Voices, 
" S jing=——=The Gods are come down in the Likeneſs of Men. 
But how long were even theſe convinced of the Truth 
of his Pretences * Only till there came thither certain 
Jews from Antioch and Iconium ; and then they toned 
bam (as they ſuppoſed) to Death! 4s xiv. 1, Sc. So 
certain it is, that no Miracles whatever, which were 
ever yet wrought in the World, were efedual * 
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to ſee it atteſted by Miracles. As on the other h and, 
whatever is contrary to this they reject: Nor can any 
Miracles move them to receive it. 

5. Yet I do not know, that God hath any way 
— himſelf from thus exerting his ſovereign 

„from working Miracles in any kind or Degree, 

in any Age to the End of the World. I do not recol- 
le& any Scripture, wherein we are taught, that Mi- 
racles were to be confined within the Limits either of 
the Apoolick or the Cypriunict Age: Or of any Period 
of Time, longer or ſhorter, even till the Reſtitution of 
all Things. 1 have not obſerved, either in the Old 
Teſtament or the New, any Intimation at all of this 
kind. St. Paul ſays indeed once, concerning two of 
the miraculous Gitts of the Spirit (fo, I think, that 
Text is uſually underſtood) Whether there be Prophe- 
cies, they Pall fail, whether there be Tongues, they ſhall 
ceaſe. But he does not ſay, either that theſe or any 
other Miracles ſhall ceaſe, till Faich and Hope fhall 
ceaſe alſo : Till they ſhall all be ſwallowed up in the 
Viſion of God, and Love be all in all. | 

I preſume you will allow, there is one Kind of Rli- 
racles (looſely ſpeaking} which are not ceaſed ; name- 
ly, riara edu, lying Wonders, diabolical Miracles; 
or Works beyond the Virtue of Natural Cauſes, 
wrought by the Power of Evil Spirits. Nor can you 
ealily conceive that theſe will ceaſe, as long as the Fa- 
ther of Lies is the Prince of this World. And why 
ſhou!d you think, that the God of Truth is leſs active 
than him, or that he will not have his Miracles alſo? 
Only, not as Man wills, neicher when he wills; but 
according to his own excellent Wiſdom and Greatne{, 

6. Bat even if it were ſuppoſed, that God does now 
work beyond the Operation of merely Natural Cautes, 


yet what Impreſſion would this make upon u, in the 


Diſpoſition your Mind is now in? Suppoſe the Trial 
were repeated, were made agen To-morrow. One 
informs you the next Day, While a Clergyman was 
hing Yetterday, where I was, a Man came who 
been long ill of an incurable Diſtemper. Prayer 
was made for him. And he was reltored to perfect 
Health.” 
F Sup» 
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Suppoſe now, that this were real Fact, perhaps you 
would ſcarce have Patience to hear the Account of it; 
but would cut it ſhort, in the midit, with, Do you 
tell this as ſomething Sazpernatural ? Then Miracles 
are not ceaſed !” But if you ſhould venture to ask, 
Where was this? And who was the Perſon that pray'd ? 
And it was anſwer d, At the Foundery near Maor- 
Helis; The Perſon who pray'd was Mr. Weſley :"* 
What a Damp comes at once ! What a Weight falls 
on your Mind, at the very firſt ſetting out? is well 
if you have any Heart or Deſire to move one Step f1r- 
ther. Or if you ſhould, what a ſtrong addition:] ro- 
penſity do you now feel to deny the Fact? An is 
there not a ready Excuſe for ſo doing? OH 
who tell the Story, are doubtleſs is oxun Per, +: : 
Moſt of whom, we may be ſure, will % any ting 
for him, and the reſt will believe any thing.“ bat 
if you at length allowed the Fact, might ycu not 
find Means to account for it by Natural Caules ? 
Great Crouds, violent Heats, ait“ Obſftri:Hions and 
Irregularities of the Bloagd and Sfirits, will do Won- 
ders.—lIf you could not but allow, it was more than 
natural, might not ſome plauſible Reaſon be found, 
for ranking it among the Lying 1. anders, ſor aſcribing 
it to the Devil rather than Cod? And if, after all, 
you was convinced, it was the Finger of God, mutt 
you not ſtill 3 Doctrine advanced, to the 
Law and to the Tellimony, the only ſure and infal- 
lible Teſt of all? What then is the Uſe cf this 
continual Demand, Shew us a Sign, and we will be- 
lieve ?** What will you believe? I hope no more 
than is written in the Book of God. And thus far 
—1 might venture to believe, even without a Mi- 


7. Let us conſider this Point yet a little farther. 
What is it you would have us prove by Miracles? 
The Doctrines we preach ?”* We prove theſe by 
Scripture and Reaſon; and, if need be, by Antiquity. 
What elſe is it then we are to prove by Miracles ? At 
length we have a diſtint Reply—— % and ſober 
Men will not otherwiſe be convinced (i. e. unleſs you 


prove this by Miracles) that God is, by the 2 
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( 63) 
fuch Teacher:, and ſuch Doctrine, æuor ing a great and 
extraordinary Work in the Earth. Preface, p. 6. 

So then the determinate Point which you, in their 
Name, call upon us to prove by Miracles, is this, 
That God is, by theſe Teachers, working a great and 
extraordinary Work in the Earth. 

What I mean by a great and extraordinary Work, 
is, The bringing Mulcitudes pd notorious Sinners, 
in a ſhort Space, to the Fear, Love, and Service of 
God, to an entire C of Heart and Life. 

Now then, let us take a nearer View of the Propo- 
fition, and fee which Part of it we are to prove by 
Miracles. 

Is it, 1. That A. B. was, for many Years, with- 
out God in the World, a common Swearer, a Drun- 
kard, a Sabbath-breaker ? 

Or, 2. That he is not ſo now ? 

Or, 3. That he continued fo, till he heard theſe 


Men preach, and from that Time was another Man ? 


Nat io. The proper Way to e theſe Fats, is, 
the Teſtimony of competent Witneſſes. And theſe 
itneſſes are ready, whenever required, to give fall 


Or would ha Miracles, 
4. That TIE Power or 


: Holineſs? That God only is able to raiſe the Dead, 


to quicken thoſe who are in Treſpaſſes and Sins? 

Surely no. Whoſoever believes the Scriptures, 
will want no new Proof of this. 

Where then is the Niſm of thoſe Men, who de» 
mand Miracles in Proof of ſuch a firion ? One 
Branch of which, ** That ſuch Sinners are reformed, 
by the Means of theſe Teachers,” being a plain Fact, 
can only be proved by Teſtimony, as all other Facts 
are: And the other, That this is a Fork of God, 
and a great and more than ordinary Work,” needs no 
—— as carrying its own Evidence to every thinking 

an 


8. To ſum up this. No truly vi or ſober Man 
can poſlibly defire or expect Miracles, to prove, ei- 
ther, 1. That theſe Docrines are true: This muſt be 
decided by Scripture and — or, 2. That theſe 
: 2 
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(64) 
Fad are true: This can only be by Teſti 
mony. Or, 3. That to change Sinners from Darknefs 
to Light, is the Wark of God alone ; only uſing what 
Inſtruments he pleaſes : IL his is glaringly ſelf-evident ; 
or, 4. That ſuch a Change wrought in ſo many noto- 
rious Sinners, within ſo hort a Time, is a great and 
extraordin.ry Work of God. This alſo carries its 
own Evidence. What then is it which remains to be 
proved by Miracles? Perhaps you will fay, it is 
this : © That God hath called or ſent you to do this.” 
Nay, this is implied in the Third of the foregoin 
Propoſitions. If God has actually / us therein, 1 
bis Work hath in Fact proſper' d in our Hands, then be 
hath called or ent us to do this. I intreat reaſonable 
Men to weigh this thoroughly, whether the Fat does 
not plainly prove the Call: Whether he who enables 
us thus to ſave Souls alive, does not commiſion us ſo 
to do? Whether by giving us the Power to pluck 
theſe Brands out of the Burning, he does not authe- 
* us * exert it "ſible 8 
t it were 

Whether the Succeſs of the God | of Jeſus Chriſt, 
even as it is preached by us, the of his Servants, 
be not itſelf a Miracle, never to be forgotten! One 
which cannot be denied, as being viſible at this Day, 
not in one but a hundred Places: One which cannot 
be accounted for, by the ordinary Courſe of Na- 
taral Couſes whatſoever : One which cannot be aſcrib'd 
with any Colour of Reaſon, to Diabolical Agency; 
and laftly, one which will bear the infallible Teſt, the 
Trial of the written Word. 


VI. 1. But here | am aware of Abundance of Ob- 
je ctions. You object, firſt, That to ſpeak any thirg 
of mytelf, of what 1 have done, or am doing now, 
is mere Boaſting and Yunity, This Charge you fre- 
quently repeat. So, p. 102. The following Page is 
Full of Boaſting. P. 113. You boaſt wery much of 
the Numbers you have converted : And again, As te my- 
elf, I hope 1 ſhall never be led to imitate you in Boalt- 
ing 1 think therefore it is needful, once for all, to 
examine this Charge throughly ; and to ſhew 2 

W 


to conſider calmly, 
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ſeen or not? I conſulted the moſt ſerious 


(65) * 


What that good Thing is, which you diſguiſe under 
this þ:d Name. 


From the Year 1725 to 1729, I preached tauch, but 
"w 0 Fruit of my 3 wy Indeed it couid not be 
th..c I ſhould ; for I neither laid the Foundation of Re- 
peutan e, nor of believing the Goſpel : Taking it for 
granted, that all to whom I preached, were Belie vers ; 
ard th.t many of them needed no Repentance. 2. From 
the Year 1729 to 1734, laying a Foundation 
of RN-pentance, I faw a little Fruit. t it was only 
a !'*:le ; and no Wonder. For I did not preach Faith 


in the Blood of the Covenant. 3. From 1734 to 


1738, ipeaking more of Faith in Chriſt, I ſaw. more 


Fruit of my preaching and viſiting from Houſe to 


Houſe, than ever I had done before: Tho' I know 
not, if any of thoſe who were outwardly reformed, 


were inwardly and thoroughly converted to God. 


From 1738 to this Time, ſpeaking continually of 
Feſus Chriſt, laying him only for che Foundation of 
the whole Building, making him all in all, the Firſt 
and the Laſt: Preaching wholly on this Plan, The 
Kingdom of God is at hand; Repent ye and believe the 
Go/pel : The Word of Gd ran as Fire among the 


Stubble ; it vas glorified more and more: Multitudes 


crying out, Nhat muſt ve do to be ſaved? And a- 
witneſſing, By Grace awe are ſaved through 

Faith. 5. I conſider d deeply with myſelf, What I 
ought to do? Whether to declare the Things I had 
riends I 
had. They all agreed, I ought to declare them : 
That the Work itſelf was of ſuch a kind, as ought 
in no wiſe to be concealed ; and indeed, that the un- 
uſual Circumſtances now attending it, made it impoſ- 
le that it ſhould. 6. This very Difficulty occurr'd, 
Will not my ſpeaking of this be Boa/ting ? At leaſt, 
will it not be accounted ſo?” They replied, If you 
ſpeak of it as your 0:vn Work, it will be Vanity and 
Boaſting all over: But if you aſcribe ic wholly to 
God, if you give him all the Praiſe, it will not. And 
if, after this, ſome will account it ſo ſtill, you muſt be 
content, and bear the Burden.” 7. I yielded, and 
tranſcribed my Papers r Preſs; only labouring, 
3 a5 


p ( 66) 
as far a poſſible, to render unto God the things which 
are Cn, to give him the Praiſe of his own Work. 

2. But this very 'Thing you improve into a freſh Ob- 
jeRion.” If I aſcribe any Thing to God, it is Enthu- 
Aan. If I do not (or if I do) it is Vanity and Boaſt- 
ng, reine me to mention it at all. What then can 
1 do to eſcape your Cenſure? Why, be filent, ſay 
nothing at all.” I cannot. I dare not. Were | thus 
to pleaſe Men, I could not be the Servant of Chrift. 

ou do not appear to have the leaſt Idea or Con- 

ception, of what is in the Heart of one, whom it pleaſes 
kim that worketh all in all, to employ in a Work of 
this kind. He is in no wiſe forward to be at all em- 
ployed therein ; he ſtarts back again and again: Not 
only, becauſe he readily foreſees, what Shame, Care, 
Sorrow, Reproach, what Loſs of Friends and of all 
that the World accounts dear, will inevitably follow : 
But much more, becauſe he (in ſome meaſure) knows 
himſelf. This chiefly it is which conſtrains him to cry 
out, fand that many Times, in the Bitterneſs of his 
Soul, when no human Eye ſeeth him.) O Lord! 
ſead by whom thou wilt ſend ! Only, ſend not me ! — 
What am I? A Worm! a dead Dog! a Man unclean 
in Heart and Lips ! — And when he dares no longer 

inſay or refaſt, when he is at laſt thruft cut into the 
— „he looketh on the right Hand, and on the 
Left, he takes every Step with Fear and Trembling, 
and with the deepelt Senſe (ſuch as Words cannot ex- 
preſs) of, who is ſufficient for theſe Things ? Every Gift 
which he has received of God, for the furtherance of 
his Wore, whether of Nature or Grace, heightens this 
Fear, and increaſes his Jealouſy over himſelf : Know- 
ing that ſo much the ſtricter muſt the Enquiry be, when 
he gives an Account of his Stewardſhip. He is moſt of 
all jealous over himſelf, when the Work of his Lord 
proſpers in his Hand. He is then amazed and con- 
founded before God. Shame covers his Face. Yet 
when he fees, that he ought 7e proiſe the Lord for his 
Goodneſs, and to declare the M ndert which be doth for 
the Children of Men, he is in a Strait between two : He 
knows not which way to turn: He cannot ſpeak : He 


dares not be filent. It may be, for a Time was 


OG oe IA. ae A a _frr__=5z yy + = buy By be. 


* uw. ny WE” Y WWW 0 Wo MT 


„ 


(67) 
bis Mouth with a Bridle ; he holds his Peace even from 
Good. But his Heart is hot within him, and conſtrains 
him at length, to declare what God hath wrought. 
And this he then doth in ali Simplicity, with great 
Plainneſi of Speech, defiring only to commend himſelf 
to him, who ſearcheth the Heart and trieth the Reins : 
And, (whether his Words are the Sau, of Life or of 
Death to others) to have that Witneſs in himſelf, as of 
Sincerity, as of Gad, in the Sight of God, ſpeak we in 
Chriſt. — If any Man counts this Boaſting, he cannot 
help it. It is enough, that a higher ſtandeth 
at the Door. 

3. But you may ſay, Why do you talk of the 
Succe/s of the Goſpel in England, which was a Chriſ- 
tian Country before you was born?” Was it indeed ? 
Is it fo at this Day? I would explain myſelf a little on 
this Head alſo. | 

And 1. None can deny, that the People of England 
in general are called Chriſtians. They are called fo, a 
few only excepted, by others, as well as by themſelves. 
But I preſume no Man will fay, that the Name makes 
the Thing ; that Men are Chriſtians, barely becauſe 
they are called fo. It muſt be 2. allowed, that the 
People of England, generally ſpeaking, have been 
chriftened or baptized. But neither can we infer, theſe 
were once baptized ; therefore they are Chri/tians now. 
It is 3. allowed, that many of thoſe who were once 
baptized, and are called Chriſtians to this Day, hear 
the Word of God, attend publick Prayers, and partake 
of the Lord's Supper. But neither does this prove, that 
they are Chriſtiant. For notwithſtanding this, ſome 
of them live in open Sin: And others (tho? not con- 
ſcious to themſelves of Hypocriſy, yet) are utter Stran- 
gers to the Religion of the Heart: Are full of Pride, Va- 
nity, Covetouſneſs, Ambition; of lfatred, Anger, Ma- 
lice or Envy; and conſequently, are no more FScrig- 
tural Chri/iians, than the open Drunkard or common 
Swearer. 

Now theſe being removed, where are the Chr ii ont, 
from whom we may properly term Elend, a Chriſe 
tian Country? The Men who have the Mind which 
was in Chriſt, and who walk, as he alſo walked ? Whoſe 

1 inmoſt 
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-inmoſt Soul is renewed after the Image of od: 
who are outwardly holy, as he wio hath ce: theft 
' is holy ? There are doubtleſs a few ſuch o be found, 
To deny this, would be cant of Cane. But how 
few? How thinly fcattered up and down ? And as for 
- a Chriſtian, vwifhble Church, or a Body of Chriſtians, vi- 
- fibly united together, where is this to be ſeen ? 


Ye different Sets, who all declare, 

Lo! here is Chrift, or Chriſt is there ; 
Your fironger Proofs divinely give, 

And few me, where the Chri/{i ins live! 


And what uſe is it of, what good End does it ſerve, 
to term England a Chriſtian Country? (eltho' tis true, 
moſt of the Natives are called Chriſtians, have been 
baptized, frequent the Ordinances : And altho' a real 
Chritian is here and there to be found, as a Light 


ſhining in a dark Place.) Does it do any Honour to 
our 


Maſter, among thoſe who are not called by 
his Name? Does it recommend Chriſtianity to the 

eas, the Mnhome:ans, or the avowed Henthers ? 

rely no one can conceive it does. It only makes 
Chrittianity ſtink in their Noſtrils. Does it anſwer any 
ood End with regard to thoſe on whom this worthy 
ame is called ? I fear not ; but rather an exceeding bad 
one. For does it not keep Multitudes eaſy in their Heathen 
Practice? Does it not make or keep till greater Num- 
bers, ſatisfied with their Heathen Tempers ? Does it not 
directly tend to make both the one and other imagine, 
that they are what indeed they are not? That they 
are Chriſtians, while they are utterly without Chriſt 
and without God in the World? — To cloſe this Point: 
If Men are not Chri/tians, till they are renewed after 
the Image of Chriſt, and if the People of England in 
neral are not thus renewed, why do we term them 
? The God of this World hath long blinded their 
Hearts. Let us do nothing to increg ſe that Blindneſs : 
But rather labour to recover them from that frong De- 
laſiaon, that they may no longer believe a Lie. 

4. Let us labour to convince all Mankind, that to 
be a real Chriſtian, is, to love the Lord our apache 
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all our Heart, and to ſerve him with all our Strength; 


to love our Neigbour as ourſelves, and therefore do 
unto every Man, as we would he ſhould do unto us. 
Nay, you fay, Had you confined yourſeives to theſe great 
Points, there would have been no Obzeftion againſt your 
Doctrine. But the Doctrinet you have diſtinguiched your - 


ſelves by — are not the Love of God and Man, but many 
falſe and pernicious Errors. (p. 104. 


I have again and again, with all the Plainneſs I 
could, declared, what our conſtant Doctrines are: 
Whereby we are di/tingui/ed only from Heathens, or 
nominal Chriſtians ; not from any that worſhip God in 

irit and in Truth. Our main Doctrines, which in- 


4 


always previous to Faith (either in a higher 
2 as it pleaſes God) we deſcribe in N 
this Effect: 

„When Men feel in themſelves the hea 
of Sin, ſee Damnation to be the R 


hold with the Eye of their Mind, the Horror of H 
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they tremble, they - quake, and are i touched 
with Sorrowfulneſs of Heart, and cannot accuſe 
themſelves, and open their Grief unto almighty God, 
an! call unto him for Mercy. This being done ſe- 
ricuſly, their Mind is ſo occupied, partly with 

ani! +{.avinets, partly with an earneſt Deſire 


to 
livered trom this Danger of Hell and Damnation, 
all D-1ue ot Meat and Drink is laid apart, and 
ing of Al woridly Things and Pleaſure cometh in 
So rant nothing then liketh them more, than to 
to lan, to mourn, and both with Words and 
haviousr of Body, to ſhew themſelves weary of Life. 
Now permit me to ask, What if before you 
ſerved, that theſe were the very Words of our 
Church, one of your Acquaintance or Pariſhioners had 
come and told you, that ever ſince he heard a Ser- 
mon at the Foundery, he ſaw Damnation before him, 
and beheld with the Eye of bis Mind the —_— 
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' bim/elf weary of Life ? Wou'd you have ſcrupled to 


ſay, Here is another deplorable Inflance of the Metho- 
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Drinak-was taken away, and you /oa 
„ Things and” Pleaſure purely if you had known 
- what it i, to have the Arrows of the Almighty thus 
\ ficking faſt in you, you could not fo lightly have con- 
-demn'd thoſe who now cry out, The Pains of Hell 
come about me : the Sorrows of Death combaſs me, and 
Abe over flowings of Ungadline/; make me afraid. 

5. Concerning the Gate of Religion (if it may be 
d fo to ſpeak) The true, Chriſtian, ſaving Faith, 
we believe it implies abundantly more, than an Aſſent 
to the Truth of the Bible. © Even the Devils be- 
lieve, that Chriit was born of a Virgin; that he 
wrought all kind of Miracles ; that for our Sakes he 
ſuffer d a moſt painful Death, to redeem us from 
Death everlaſting. Theſe Articles of our Faich the 
very Devils believe, and ſo they believe all that is 
written in the Old and New Teſtament. And 7 
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all this Faith, they be but Devils. They remain ſtill 
in their damnable Eftate, lacking the very true, Chri- 


" ftian Faith. 


The right and true Chriftian Faith iz. Not only 
to believe that the Holy Scriptures and the Articles of 
our Faith are true, but alſo to have a fure Truſt and 
Confidence, to be ſaved from everlaſting Damnation 


through Chriſt. Perhaps it may be expreſſed more 


clearly thus, * A ſure Truſt and Confidence which a 
Man hath in God, that by the Merits of Chriſt his 
_ forgiven, and he reconciled to the Favour of 

For giving this Account of Chriſtian Faith (as well 
as the preceding Account of Repentance, both which I 
have here alſo purpoſely deſcribed, in the very Terms 
of the Homilies) I have been again and again, tor 
near theſe eight Years paſt, accuſed of Enthu/i.i/mm: 
Sometimes by thoſe who ſpoke to my Face, either in 
Converſation, or from the Pulpit : But more frequent- 
ly by thoſe who choſe to ſpeak in my Abſence ; and 
not ſeldom from the I wait for thoſe who 
judge this to be Enthuſiaſm, to bring forth their ſtrong 
Reaſons. Till then, I muſt continue to account all 
theſe, the Words of Truth and Soberneſs. 

6. Religion itſelf (I chuſe to uſe the very Words, 
wherein I deſcribed it long ago) we define, © The 
loving God with all our Heart, and our Neighbour as 
ourſelves, and in that Love abſtaining from all Evil, 
and doing all poſſible Good to all Men.” The fame 
Meaning we have ſometimes expreſſed a little more at 
large, thus: * Religion we conceive to be no other 
than Love; the Love of God and of all Mankind : 
The loving God with all our Hearts and Soul and 
Strength, as having firſt loved us, as the Fountain of 
all the Good we have receiv'd, and of all we ever 
hope to enjoy : And the loving every Soul which God 
hath made, every Man on Earth as our own Soul, 

This Love we believe to be the Medicine of 
Life, the never-faiiing Remedy, for all the Evils of a 
diſorder' d World, for all the Miſeries and Vices of 
Men. Wherever this is, there are Virtue and Hap- 
pineſs, going Hand in Hand. There is 2 


Long ing, the whole Ima 
God. and at the ſame time, a eace that 18 


« Eternal Sunſhine of the ſpotleſs Mind ; 

Each Prayer accepted, and each With reſign's : 
Deſires compos'd, Affections ever even; 

Tears that delight, and Sighs that waft to Heav'n.“ 


„This Religion we long to ſee eftabliſh'd in the 
World, a Religion of Love, and Joy, and Peace ; 
having its Seat in the Heart, in the inmoſt Soul, but 
ever ing itſelf by its Fruits: Continually ſpring- 
ing forth, not only in all Innocence (for Love worketh 
no Ill to his Neighbour) but likewiſe in every kind of 
Beneficence, ſpreading Virtue and Happineſs all a; ound 
Ay 

If this can be proved by Scripture or Reaſon, to 
be enthuſiaſtick or erroneous Doctrine, we will then 
plead guilty to the Indictment, of teaching Error c 
Ezthuftaſm. But if this be the genuine Religion of 
Chriit, then will all who advance this Charge againſt 
us, be found falſe Witneſſes before God, in the Day 
when he ſhall judge the Earth. 

7. However, with regard to the Fruits of our 
Teaching, you ſay, Ie is to be fear'd, the Numbers of 
ſerious Men who have been perplext and deluded, are 
much greater than the Numbers of notorious Sinners, 
cue have been bravght to Repentance and good Life, (p. 
113.} Indeed, if you could prove,—that the Methodiſts 
Tuere in general, very wicked People before they follow" d 
you, and that all you hawe been teaching them is, the 
Love of Gad and their Neighbour, and a Care to keep 
his Commandments, which accordingly they hawe done 
fince, you would—ſftop the Mouths of any AuWverſaries 
at once. But—nve have great Reaſon to believe, that 
the Generality of the Methodiſts, before they became ſo, 
avere ſerious, regular, well diſpoſed People, p. 103. 

If the Queſtion were propoſed, Hhich are greater, 
the Numbers of ſerious Men who have been perplext and 
deluded, or of notorious Sinners wwho have been brought 
to Repentance and good Life by theſe Preachers, through» 

out 
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ctory Computation, unleſs you confine 

7 » aides Grape. Suppoſe then we were to 
the Queſtion, in order to make it a little lefs 
weildly ? We will bound our Enquiry, for the 
within a Square of three or four Miles, It may be 
certainly known by candid Men, both what has 

and what is now done within this Diſtance. And 
from hence they may judge of thoſe Fruits elſe- 
where, which they cannot be fo particularly inform'd 
of. 


Enquire then, Which are greater, the Numbers of 
ſerious Men, perplext and deluded by theſe Teachers, or 
of notorious 01nners brought to Repentance and good Life, 
within the Foreſt of King /wood ? Many indeed of the 
Inhabitants are nearly as they were ; are not much 
better or worſe for their Preaching : Becauſe the 
neighbouring Clergy and Gentry have ſucceſsfully la- 
bour'd to deter them from hearing it. But between 
three and four hundred of thoſe who would not be de- 
terr'd, are now under the Care of thoſe Preachers. 


Queſtion, whether there cou'd or no. 
were groſs, open Sinners, common Swearers, Drun- 
kards, Sabbath breakers, Whoremongers, Plunderers, 
Robbers, implacable, unmerciful, Wolves and Bears 
in the Shape of Men. Do you defire Inſtances of 
more rotoriaus Sinners than theſe ? I know not if Tar- 
bey or Fapan can afford them. And what do you in- 
clude in Repentance and good Life ? Give the ſtricteſt 
Definition thereof that you are able: And I will un- 
dertake, theſe once notorious Sinners, ſhall be weigh'd 
in that Bailance, and not found wanting. 

8. Not that all the Methoar/is (to called) cwere 
wicked Fe ple before they followed us There are thoſe 
among tacm, and not a few, who are able to ſtop the 
boaſting of thoſe that deſpiſe them. and to ſay, e- 


in ſoever any of you is oo tad. 
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they count all theſe things but loſs, for the Excellency of 
the Knowledge of Chriſt Nac. But theſe we found, 

it were, when we ſought them not. We went 
to ſeek that which was loft : (More eminently 


to call the moſt flagrant, harden'd, deſperate Sin- 
e. To this End we preach'd in he 
Horſe-Fair at Briftol, in Kingſwood, in Newcaſtle : 


the Colliers in Staffordſhire, and the Tinners in 
Cormwall : In Southwark, Wapping, Moorfields, Drury- 
Lane, London. Did any Man ever pick out ſuch Places 
as theſe, in order to find ſerious, regular, well-diſpoſed 
People? How many ſuch ** then be in any of 
them I know not. But this 1 , that four in five 
of thoſe who are now with us, were not of that Num- 
ber, but were wallowing in their Blood, till God by 
us ſaid unto them, Live. 

Sir, I willingly put the whole Cauſe on this Iſſue: 
What are the general Con/equences of this Preaching ? 
Are there more Tares or M beat? More good Men de- 
ffroy'd (that is the proper Queſtion) or wicked Men 
ſaved ? The laſt where we began conſtant 
Preaching, is a Part of Viliſbire and Somerſetftire, 
near Bath. Now let any Man enquire at Rho, 
Bradford, Rexal, or among the Colliers at Coleford, 
1. What kind of People were thoſe, before they fol- 
lowed theſe Men? 2. What are the main Doctrine: 

have been teaching for this T'welvemonth ? 3. 
What Efedt have theſe Doctrines upon their Followers? 
What manner of Lives do they lead now? And if you 
do not find, 1. That three in four of theſe were two 
Years ago notoriouſly wicked Men. 2. That the 
main Doctrines they have heard ſince were, Love 
God and your Neighbour, and carefully keep his 
Commandments.” And 3. That they have ſince ex- 
erciſed themſelves herein, and continue fo to do: I 
fay, if you or any reaſonable Man, who will be at 
the = _ hs not find this iS ws an un- 
* queſtionable Fact: ul openly acknowledge myſclf 
1 whatſoever elſe you ſhall pleate to 

me. | 

Only one Caution I wou'd give to ſuch an Enqui- 
rer, Let him not ask the Colliers of Coleford, Were 
not 
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not the Generality of you, before you Hs theſe 
Men, ſerious, regular, well diſpoſed People ? Were you 
not offended at the Prophaneneſs and Debauc of the 
Ae? And was it not not this Diſpoſition, which at firſt 
made you liable to receive theſe Impreſſions ? (p. 103.) 
Becauſe if he talk thus to ſome of thoſe, who+ do not 

et follow theſe Mer, perhaps he will not live, to 
bring back their Anſwer. 

9. But will this, or a thouſand ſuch Inſtances as 
this, flop the Mouths of all Adverſaries at once? O 
Sir, wou'd one expect ſuch a Thought as this, in one 
that had read the Bible? What if you cou'd convert 
as many Sinners as St. Paul himſelf? Wou'd that fop 
the Mouths of all your Adverſaries ? Yea, if you cou'd 
convert three thouſand at one Sermon, ſtill you wou'd 
be fo far from ſtopping all their Mouths at once, that 
the greater Part of them would graſs upon you with 
their Teeth, and cry, Away with ſuch a Fellow 
from the Earth.“ 

I never therefore expect 20 perſuade the World, the 
Majority of Mankind, that I have keen for ſome 
Years advancing nothing, but what has a clear, im- 
mediate Connection with the true Knowledge and Love 
of God: That God hath been pleaſed to uſe me, a 
weak, vile Worm, in reforming many of my Fellow- 
Sinners, and making them, even at this Day living 
Witneſſes of iuwward and pure Religion: And that 
many of theſe, from living in all Sin, are quite 
changed, are become ſo far Holy, that tho" they are not 
free from all Sin, yet no Sin hath Dominion over 
them. And yet I do firmly believe, it is nothing but 
deauurigbt Prejudice, to deny or oppoſe any of theſe Par- 
ticulars. Pretace, p. v. 

Allow Mr, Weſley, you ſay, but theſe few Points, 
and he vill difend his Conduct — beyond Exception— 
That is moſt true. If I have indeed been advancing 3 
thing but the true Knowledge and Love of God : It God 
has made me an Iaſlrnment in reforming many Sinners, 
and bringing them to inward and pure Religion : and 
if many of theſe continue Holy to this Day, and free 
om all wilful Sin, then may I, even I, uſe thoſe aw- 
fal Words, He that ape me, deſpiſeth him that ſent 

1 2 me, 
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But I never expect the World to allow me one 
theſe Points. However, I muſt go on, as God 
I enable me. I muſt lay out whatſoever he in- 
truſts me with, (whether others will believe I do it or 
no) in advancing the true Chriſtian Knowledge of 
God, and the Love and Fear of God among Men : 
in reforming (if ſo be it pleaſe him to uſe me Kill) 
thoſe who are yet without God in the World ; and 
in propagating inward and pure —» Us Righteouſ- 
— Peace and Joy in the Holy Gholt. 

10. But you believe, I only corrupt thoſe who 
were good Chriſtians before, teaching them to revile and 
cenſure their Neighbours, and to abuſe the Clergy, 
notwithſtanding all their Meekneſs and Gentleneſs, as 
I do myſelf.” I muff declare (ſay you) we have in 
general, anſtuer A your Pretence, with all Meckne/s and 
Temper—the railing and reviling bas been chiefly on the 
Side of the Merhodilts, p. 16. 

Your firſt Charge ran thus, (Rem. p. 15.] How 
have fuch Abuſes as theſe been thrown out by you— a- 

ainſt aur regular Clergy, not the higheſt or the wor- 
This exc — — « I — altogether clear 
in this as often as it has been objected: Nei- 
ther do I defire to receive any other Treatment from 
the Clergy, then they have receiv'd from me to this 
Day,” p. 309. 


Von reply, 1. One Inſfkance of your miſrepreſenting 
end injuring 


Pay 


injury or Miſrepreſentation p I know not that you 
once attem it. 2. You next quote Part of a 
Letter from the third Journal ; (p. 36.) wherein (ac- 
cording to your Account) the moſt confiderable of our 
Clergy are abuſed, and at once accuſed in a very groſs 
manner. (p. 106.) Set down the whole Paragraph, 
and I will prove, that this alſo is naked Truth, and 
no Abuſe at all. You fay, 3. Ten approved of White. 
field's railing againſt the Clergy—i. e. I fay, © Mr Wh. 
preach'd, concerning the Holy Ghoſt which all who believe 
are to recti ve; not without a juſt, tho' ſevere Cenſure of 
thoſe, who preach as if there were no Holy Ghoſt,” 
(J oar.3.p.65.) Nor is this Railing, but melancholy 0 


4 Preacher of our Church 1 mention'd (p. 
205.) Mention'd ? Well: But did you prove it was an 
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I have myſelf heard ſeveral preach in this manner. 
4. You cite my Words, Wo unto you, ye blind Lead- 
ers of the Blind! How long will ye pervert the Right 
Ways of the Lord.” —And add, I are to yourſelf, 
«vhether you did not defign this Reflection againſt the 
Clergy in general who differ from yon? No more than 
I did againſt Mo/es and Aaron. I expreſly ſpecify 
whom I deſign: Ye who tell the Mourners in Zion, 
Much Religion hath made you mad.” You fay, 5. 
(with a N. B) All the Clergy who differ from you, you 
ftile fo, p. 82. in which and the foregoing Page you 
cauſle/ly flander them as ſpeaking of our own Holing 
as that for the ſake of which, on account of which we 
ere juſtified before God. 

Let any ſerious Perſon read over thoſe Pages. I 
therein /ander no Man. I ſpeak what I know ; what 
I have both heard and read. The Men are alive, and 
the Books are extant. = the _ Concluſion I 
now defend, touching that Part © Clergy who- 
preach or write thus, wiz. ** If they preach the 
Truth as it is in Jeſus, I am found a falſe Witneſs be- 
fore God. But if I preach the Way of God in Truth, 
then they are blind Leaders of the Blind.” 6. You 
quote thoſe W « Nor can I be faid to intrude 


the Obſervation were not terribly 
Paſſage you cite from the Earnef# 
dently relates to a few only among 
if the Charge be true, but of one 


to the Univerſity or the Clergy, without ſinning againſt 
God and my own Soul. 11. But 
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11. But | muſt explain myſelf a little on that Prac- 
tice, which you ſo often term abuſing the Cg. I 
have many Limes great Sorrow and Heavineſs in my 
Heart, on account of theſe my Brethren. And this 
ſometimes conſtrains me to ſpeak to them, in the only 
Way which is now in my Power: And ſometimes 
(tho* rarely) to ſpeak of them; of a few, not all, in 

I. In either Caſe, I take an cipecial Care, 1. 

o ſpeak nothing but the Truth. 2. To fpeak this 
with all Plainneſs; and, 3. With Love and in the 
Spirit of Meekneſs. Now if you will call this, Af. 
ing, Railing, or Reviling, you muſt. But ſtill I dare 
not refrain from it. I muſt zhus rail, thus abuſe Sin- 
ners of all Sorts and Degrees, unleſs I will periſh 
with them. 

When I firſt read your Declaration, That our Bre- 
thren in general, had treated us with all AMeekneſs end 
Temper, | had Thoughts of ſpreading before you a few 
of the Flowers which they have ftrewed upon us with 
no ſparing Hand. But on Reflection, I judged it bet» 
ter to forbear, Let them die and be forgotten ! 

As to thoſe of the Peop/e called Methodiſts, whom 
you ſuppoſe to rail at and abuſe the Clergy, and to 
revile and cenſure their Neighbours, I can only ſay, 
Which are they? Shew me the Men. And if it ap- 
pear, that any of thoſe under my Care, kabitually 


cenſure or revile others, whether Clergy or Laity, 1 


c 
re 

Touching you, I believe I was af-aid without Cauſe. 
J do not think you advanced a uu Untruth. This 
was a raſh Word. I hereby openly retract it, and ask 
Pardon of God and you. 

To draw toward a Concluſion, Whoſoever they 
are that deſpiſe me, and make no Account of my La- 
bours, I know that they are na? in vin in the Lord, 
and that I have not fought as one that beuteth the 
Air. TI ſtill fee (and I praiſe the Father of Lights, 
from wham every good and perfect Gift deſcendeth) a 
continual Increaſe of pure Religion, and undefiled, of 
the Love of God Man, of the Mi which is 


pure and peaceable, gentle and ealy to be iutrtatel, full 
| of 
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of Mercy, and of ge Fruits. I ſee more and more 

of the © who before lived in a thorough Contempt 
7 of God's Ordinances, and of all Duties, now zea- 
loufly diſcharging their Duties to God and Man, and 
walking in all his Ordinances blamelefs.” A few in- 
deed I have ſeen draw back to Perdition, chiefly thro? 
a Fear of being righteous ower-mnuch. And here and 
there one has fallen into Calviniſin, or turned aſide 
to the Aſorawiys. But I doubt not, theſe are in a 
better State than they were before they heard us. 
Admit they are in Error, yea and die therein, yet who 
| dares affirm, they will periſh everlaſtingly? But had 
£ they died in groſs Sin, we are ſure they had fallen into 

the Fire that never hu be quenched.” 

I have now conſidered, as far as my Time would 
permit, (not every thing in your Letter, <uhether of 
Meme ut or #9, but) thoſe Points, which I conceived to 
be of the greateſt Weight. That God may lead us 
both into all Truth, and that we may not drop our 
Love in the Purſuit of it, is the contiaual Prayer of, 


"Le 
Reverend Sir, 
| Your Friend and Servant for 
4 Chriſt" s Sake, 
- 0 June 17, 1746. 
| 


JOHN WESLEY. 


ed. — — i 
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